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“And as he went out of the temple, one 
of his disciples saith unto him, Master, 
see what manner of stones and what 
buildings are here! And Jesus answer- 
ing saith unto him, Seest thou these 
great buildings? There shall not be left 
one stone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down.” 


THERE are, perhaps, no passages 
of the Gospels, which fill the mind 
of the attentive reader with more so- 
lemn sensations, than the Chapter 
which these words introduce, and 
those of similar import, in the records 
of our Lord’s discourses, made by 
St. Matthew and St. Luke. They 
demand, my brethren, to be consider- 
ed with peculiar attention. For, whe- 
ther relating to the events of Jewish 
history in particular, or to such as 
concern the world in general, they 
contain matter, to the Christian, of 
unspeakable moment. If they record 
the predictions of the Saviour, which 
were to be accomplished in the des- 
truction of Jerusalem, and the ruinous 
dispersion of the nation of the Jews, 
they contain, to us, and to all men, 
an infallible testimony, that he who 
spake them, was the true and faithful 
revealer of the will of heaven. And 
if they relate to the final destruction 
of the world, and the judgment that 
shall follow it, they declare things, 
which must, as certainly, come upon 
all the generations of men; for the 
GOS. MES.—VOL. 1. 


word of Him, according to whose 
word, so many and so great things 
have already come to pass, stands 
awfully pledged for their accomplish- 
ment. 

My purpose, at present, is to call 
your attention to an explanatory re- 
view of the whole contents of the 
chapter which begins with the words 
which have been read to you. It is 
a succinct record of the language of 
the Saviour relative to events, which 
were the frequent subjects of his dis- 
course with his disciples, while on 
earth, viz. the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans, and his own final ad- 
vent to judge the world. Accordingsto 
acommon rule, in the exposition of 
Scripture, the language of other Evan- 
gelists, in their accounts of the discour- 
ses of their Master, on the same sub- 
jects, will be made to illustrate that un- 
der immediate review, and the charac- 
teristic, and somewhat obscure brevity 
of St. Mark, be supplied by the more 
lucid fulness of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke. 

Our blessed Lord had nearly com- 
pleted his sojourn among the sons of 
men. Within a few days he was to 
be taken, and by the hands of 
wicked men, crucified and slain, 
In proportion as this solemn hour 
drew near, his conversation with his 
disciples, assumed greater solemnity 
and pathos. Having instructed them, 
in all such thi pertaining to the 
kingdom of God, as he deemed it fit that 
they should know, before he came to 
them again from the grave, he an- 
nounces to them, the certainty, and 
with much minuteness details the 
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circumstances, of events, of which, 
he had sometimes before, given indis- 
tinct intimations, and which were to 
follow his removai from the world, in 
the seasons, which the father had res- 
pectively appointed them. [t wasafter 
he had been delivering many kinds of 
instruction and admonition, suited to 
the various characters of those who 
gathered round him at the temple, that 
one of his disciples said to him, Mas- 
ter, see wat manner of stones, and 
what buildines are here! And Jesus 
answering said to him: Scest thou 
these great buildings? There shail 
not be left one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down. And 
as he sat u»on the Mount of Olives, 
over against the temple, Peter and 
John and J:mes and Andrew, asked 
him »rivately. tell as, when shall 
these things be? and what shall be 
the sign wien all these things shall 
be fulfilled? 

The question here put by the dis- 
ciples, to their Master, seems to de- 
mand of him an explanation of the 
time and manner of more than the 
simple destruction of the temple, 
which he had just been predicting. 
Its language is, what shall be the 
sign, when ALL THESE THINGS shall 
be fulfilled? From St. Matthew we 
accordingly learn, the disciples asked 
him, when shall these things be, and 
what shail be the signs of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world? The 
same Evangelist fully acquaints us, 
with the distinct subjects of this anx- 
jous inquiry. According to his fuller 
narrative, Christ had just been an- 
nouncing, in a general though most 
impressive manner, the vengeance of 
heaven upon Jerusalem and Judea. 
Upon you, he had said, shall come 
all the righteous blood, shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of right- 
eous Abel, unto the blood of Zacha- 
rias son of Barachius, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar. 
Verily 1 say unto you, all these things 
shall come upon this generation. Oh 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kill- 


est the Prophets, and stonest them 
that are sent unto thee! Behold your 
house is left unto you desolate. For 
I say unto you, ye shall not see me, 
henceforth, until ye shall say, Bless- 
ed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord! When therefore the dis- 
ciples ask him, according to St. Mark, 
tell us, when shall these things be? 
and what shall be te sign when all 
these things shall be fulfilied? or ac- 
cording to St. Matthew, when shall 
these things be, and what shail be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world, they reter to those 
things, distinctively, which he had so 
impressively, though somewhat ob- 
scurely, foretold. When shall these 
things be, or when shai! Jerusalem be 
thus desolated, and what shall be the 
signs, when these things shall take 
place; and when, at a still remoter 
day, men shall say, blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of. the Lord, to 
announce time itself to be no more? 

In answer to this inquiry, our Lord 
begins with cautioning the disciples 
against deceptions, to whieh they 
would be liable, as to the first 
of these events, partly through the 
cunning devices of impostors and 
pretenders, and partly through the in- 
fluence of their own apprehensions. 
And Jesus answering, began to say, 
take heed lest any man deceive you. 
For many shall come in my name, 
saying I am Christ, and shall deceive 
many. And when ye shall hear of 
wars, and rumours of wars, be ye 
not troubled; for such things must 
needs be, but the end shail not be yet. 
For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdum, and 
there shall be earthquakes in divers 
places, and there shall be famines, 
and troubles: these are the begin- 
nings of sorrows. 

Most ample is the testimony to the 
fulfilment of all these pzurticulars of 
our Lord’s monitory predictions to his 
disciples. Many shall come in my 
name, saying, I am Christ, and shall 
deceive many. “The Son of Man 
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shall no sooner have left the world, 
and his faith begun to spread among 
the surrounding nations, when men 
shall arise, who shall pretend to the 
character of Christ, come to proclaim 
and take vengeance on his enemies.’ 
On the evidence even of the enemies 
of Christianity, we know that this 
was actually the case. The Jewish 
historians record the names of many, 
who assumed the characters of aven- 
gers and deliverers of the people, 
and impostors who by arts of sorcery 
and divination sought to induce their 
belief, that they were clothed with the 
power and authority of heaven. Ac- 
cording to Jusephus,* Theudas at 
about seven years after the death of 
Christ; other impostors in the time of 
Felix at about twenty; and particu- 
larly one who from Egypt assumed 
the character of a prophet, and in- 
ducéd many to follow him, into the 
wilderness; (according to our Saviour’s 
words, if they shall say, Behold, he 
is in the desert, believe it not;) ano- 
ther, under Portius Festus, the next 
procurator of Judea to Felix, seve- 
rally deceived the people with assu- 
rances of deliverance from Roman 
oppression, in ways exactly corres- 
ponding with the predictions of Christ 
in his warnings to his disciples. With 
one instance of a similar description 
you are familiar, in the history of the 
first age of the Church as recorded by 
the historian of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles. “Simon Magus, bewitched the 
people of Samaria, giving out that 

imself was some great one. To 
whom they all gave heed, from the 
least to the greatest, saying, this man 
is the great power of God.” 

V.7. And when ye shall hear of 
wars and rumours of wars, be ye not 
troubled, for such things must needs 
be; but the end shall not be yet. For 
nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; and there 
shall be earthquakes in divers places, 
and there shall be famines and trou- 


* Antiq. 1.20, eps. 6 & 8, et seq. 
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bles. On the same unquestionable 
authority, with that, on which we 
know the predictions of the impos- 
tures that in his name were to arise, 
to have been fulfilled, rests our know- 
ledge of facts which in fulfilment of 
these, attest the veracity of the Author 
aud Finisher of our faith. The dis- 
ciples heard of wars and rumours of 
wars, when by cominand of the Em- 
peror, many thousands of the Jews 
were slain at Babylon and Alexan- 
dria—And when the vengeance of 
the Emperor Caius Caligula, was de- 
nounced against them, should they 
persist in refusing to place his statue 
in their temple.* The consternation 
with which this rumour filled them in 
every part of the empire, is particu- 
larly described by their own histo- 
rians. And this alarm subsiding on 
the sudden death of the Emperor, ex- 
plains the encouragement given by 
our Lord to his disciples—See that 
ye be not troubled, for these things 
must needs be—and at the same time 
verified his declaration, that the end 
should not be yet. 

Bat instead of pursuing the predic- 
tion by our Lord, of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, through all its particulars, 
and the history in which they were 
minutely fulfilled, I pass on to remark, 
that our Lord having thus apprised 
the disciples of these various tokens 
of the approaching fate of their un- 
happy country, which were no more 
than the beginning of her sorrows, 
proceeds to unfold to them the scenes 
in which THEY were to bear an im- 
portant and conspicuous part, which 
were also to precede their dreadful 
consummation. 

V.9. But take heed, says he to 
them, TO YOURSELVES, for they shall 
deliver you up to Councils and to 
Synagogues, to be beaten; and ye 
shall be brought before rulers and 
kings for my name’s sake. Of these 
predictions the history of the Acts 
displays the full completion. Christ 
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had but a short time left his disciples, 
to reassume in heaven, the ee. 
which for a time he laid aside, when 
we behold Peter and John, called be- 
fore the Jewish Senate, and ignomi- 
niously beaten; and Stephen pouring 
out his bleed at the foot of his Mas- 
ter’s cross. Saul, too, we find mak- 
ing havoc of the Church, and perse- 
cuting the disciples of the Saviour, 
even to strange cities and compelling 
them to blaspheme—and then, him- 
self converted, in his turn imprisoned, 
beaten, stoned, and driven from city 
to city; and, in a word, every distin- 
guished follower of Christ and assert- 
or of his cause, afflicted, tormented, 
contemned and slain. The collateral 
evidence of heathen history, still fur- 
ther shows us, these sad assurances of 
our Lord to his disciples, most abun- 
dantly fulfilled in the persecutions of 
the Christians, under successive heads 
of the Roman empire; and uncon- 
sciously confirms the very truth which 
heathen philosophy contemned, and 
heathen power would have destroyed. 
V. 10, or Matt. xxiv. 14. And 
thig Gospel of the kingdom shall 
Jirat be preached in all the world for 
awitness unto the nations, and then 
shall the end come. For a witness, 
that is, to all the nations, that he who 
has sent the Christ to preach the Gos- 
pel, and call ail men to repentance 
and eternal life through faith that is 
in him, and he who thus brings this 
dreadful ruin upon this people who 
would not obey his call, but despised, 
rejected, and shamefully dishonoured 
him who brought it, are one and the 
same infinite, eternal, and only true 
God; fer a witness of these things, 
this Gospel shall be preached in all 
the world, before this tremendous ca- 
tastrophe. Was this then actually 
the case? Was the Gospel preached 
in all the world before the destruction 
of Jerusalem? The language of our 
Lord on this, as en most occasions, 
was the language of those to whom 
he spake. All the world, was to them, 
ali of the world they knew—or ac- 


cording to the common language of 
the Romans, all of it which the em- 
pire of the Cxsars embraced. The 
fact then is unquestionable, that in all 
or most of the countries comprehend- 
ed init, the Gospel was preached 
and Churches were planted within 30 
years after the death of Christ, con- 
sequently several years before the 
event he was foretelling. St. Paul 
himself declares this, when he tells the 
Romans, the sound of ihe preachers 
of the Gospel had gone out into all 
the world, and their words to the ends 
of the earth. These things then 
having taken place, men having been 
seen to arise and deceive many, 
wars and rumours of wars having 
been heard, kingdom having arisen 
against kingdom, and earthquakes, 
famines and pestilences and troubles 
having been in divers places, his dis- 
ciples having been persecuted and 
afflicted in every form for his name’s 
sake, and because of him and his 
faith, men of the same house having 
been arrayed in hostility against each 
other, brother against brother, child- 
ren ‘against their parents, and, not- 
withstanding all the persecution and 
malice of his enemies, his Gospel hav- 
ing been preached in all the world, 
all these things having taken place, 
then, and not till then, should the end 
come—that end which he had so fear- 
fully denounced against Jerusalem and 
its temple, against Judea and all her 
people: against Jerusalem when as he 
came near it, he wept over it and 
said, if thou hadst known, even thou, 
at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace! but 
now they are hid from thine eyes. 
For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench 
about thee, and compass thee round, 
and shall lay thee even with the 
ground: against its temple when he 
said, there shall not be left one stone 
Se another that shall not be thrown 

: and against Judea and all the 
inhabitants thereof, when he said, 


then let them which be in Judea flee 
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to the mountains—for in those days 
shall be affliction, such as was not 
from the beginning of the creation 
which God created, unto this time, 
neither shall be. 

This dreadful end of Judea, and 
its capital, and temple, and all their 
glory, which the Saviour thus fore- 
told, did accordingly come. In no 
circumstance did his prediction fail. 
Forty years had elapsed from its deli- 
very, when Jerusalem was besieged 
by Titus, and at length sacked and 
destroved; her temple demolished, 
and all her stately edifices levelled 
with the dust. That not one word 
might fail of the things which Ae had 
spoken, in testimony of whose truth, 
they were made to come to pass, the 
very foundations of the temple were 
torn from the ground, ¢hat one stone 
might not be left upon another. The 
horrid narrative of the bitter distresses 
and sufferings of this unhappy people 
is extant in the works of those, who 
by it, unconsciously prove the divini- 
ty of him who predicted them. It 
tells us, according to our Lord’s de- 
claration, of the suddenness: of the 
destruction which did come upon 
them; so sudden that he who was on 
the house top, could not come down 
thence to take any thing out of his 
house—and he that should be in the 
field could not so much as turn back 
to take up his garment. It tells us 
of the ravages of faction, famine, 
pestilence and the sword. And in 
exact conformity with Christ’s him- 
self, its language is, that “if all the ca- 
lamities which the world from the be- 
ginning hath seen, were compared 
with those of the Jews, they would 
be far inferior.” 

Our Lord having prophetically 
described the horrors of Jerusalem’s 
desolation, and the miseries of its 
dispersed inhabitants, proceeds, as in 
v. 20: and except that the Lord had 
shortened those days, no flesh should 
be saved: but for the elect’s sake, 
whom he hath chosen, he hath short- 
ened the days. So rapid and com- 
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prehensive, that is, shall be the work 
of destruction in those days of ven- 
geance, that except God had over- 
ruled and set bounds to its progress, 
not one of the nation should be left 
alive. But for the elect’s sake, and 
for the sake of those who from among 
them shall have embraced the faith of 
the Gospel, and of those who are 
chosen to remain to be brought in at 
the last with the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles, for their sakes he will hold back 
the arm of the destroyer, and shorten 
the days of his havoc and desolation. 
And then, continues he, vv. 21, 22, 
if any man shall say to you, lo! 
here is Christ; or, lo! he is there; 
believe him not, for false Christs 
and false Prophets sha arise, and 
show signs and wonders to seduce ¢ 
it were possible even the elect. This 
caution of our Lord, must relate to 
other deceivers, who at this period al- 
so, should appear with pretences by 
which many shouid be led into error; 
and if possible even the elect from the 
world, who believed on him, be 
brought to imagine that Christ had re- 
appeared among men, and would es- 
tablish a perpetual kingdom upon 
earth. It is against this delusion that 
he solemnly warns them, when he 
says, take ye heed, behold I have 
foretold you all things. 

Our Lord having thus completed 
his prediction of all the circumstances 
which should attend the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and thus as far as he 
deemed expedient, satisfied the in- 
quiry of his disciples respecting that 
event, proceeds to announce in the 
most awful and affecting manner, an 
event no less certain, though more 
remote than that, his final advent to 
preside over the dissolution of the 
world itself, and gather all its inhabi- 
tants before the tribunal of his judg- 
ment. 

Vv. 24,25. But inthose days after 
that tribulation, the sun shall be dark- 
ened, and the moon shail not give her 
light, and the stars of heaven shall 
Sall, and the powers that are in hear- 
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en shall be shaken. And then shall 
they see the Son of .Man coming in 
the clouds with power and great glory. 
However plainly these passages seem 
to declare that greatest and most inte- 
resting to men of all possible events, 
the final advent of Christ to judge 
the world, it is not to be dissembled 
that this construction of them, pre- 
sents us at first view with some diffi- 
culties. These on a cioser inspection 
become considerably diminished. The 
expressions in those days, after that 
tribulation, and as St. Matthew has 
it, immediately after the tribulation 
of those days, do indeed, seem to 
point to a time soon following the 
events which had just been predicted; 
viz. the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans, and the slaughter or dis- 
- persion of its inhabitants. But when 
it is considered that no such pheno- 
mena in the heavens as those men- 
tioned, are recorded to have been 
seen, after the tribulation of those 
days, in the limited sense which this 
construction requires, but that all the 
. fearful sights and signs from heav- 
en which the historians* of those 
events mention, and which were ob- 
viously of an inferior character, were 
either contemporary with, or some 
years preceding them, we are com- 
pelled to find a sense for this language 
more reconcileable with historical 
fact, as well as better corresponding 
with that of the subsequent verses. 
May not thie ance however, 
be used by our » in conformity 
with that, familiar to the Jews, in the 
writings of their prophets, in their 
sublimely figurative description of the 
ruin of states, and the sudden extinc- 
tion of their glory? And as Isaiah 
in his 13th chapter thus describes the 
destruction of Babylon, and in his 
34th that of Idumea, and as Ezekiel 
and Jeremiah in similar terms repre- 
sent, the one, the ruin of the Egyp- 
tian monarchy, and the other, the 
distress which God, in his displeasure, 


‘Josephus’ Jew. War. Tacitus. 


brought upon Jerusalem for her for- 
mer sins—may not Christ here, in 
the same manner, represent the ruin 
of Jerusalem and the sudden depar- 
ture of her glory, when he says, “the 
sun shall be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars 
of heaven shall fall, and the powers 
that are in heaven shall be shaken?” 
A negative reply to our interrogatory 
places us in opposition to respectable 
authority on this subject: but there is 
the countenance of very learned au- 
thority also, for that view of the im- 
port of this language, which your pre- 
sent preacher has found himself con- 
strained to prefer. In vindication of 
this, permit me to suggest the consi- 
derations: that it was not customary 
with our Lord, in his discourses, to 
borrow, or to imitate, the sublime ob- 
scurity of the prophets in their records 
of the visions of prophecy; that the 
style of his discourse on every other 
occasion is remarkable for its plain- 
ness, and when figurative, for its sim- 
plicity; that the passages under consi- 
deration are a continuation of predic- 
tions, the whole-of which preceding 
this, in their minutest circumstances, 
have been literally fulfilled; and last- 
ly, that this supposed figurative des- 
cription, is followed by the express 
information, and then, shall they see 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
with power and great glory. And 
then shall he send his Angels, and 
shall gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the uttermost part of 
the earth, to the uttermost part of 
heaven. These considerations seem 
to forbid the construction of this lan- 
guage, which makes it figurative of 
the destruction of the Jewish capital, 
polity, and religion. It is also utterly 
inconceivable, that after our Lord had 
been detailing the particulars of the 
fate that was coming on Jerusalem, 
and had concluded his plain prophetic 
account of them, with the words, and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles shall be fulfilled: it is utter- 
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ly inconceivable that he should then, 
leave the plain path of prophetic his- 
tory, and rise into the sublimely figu- 
rative annunciation of all the same 
events which he had just so plainly 
been foretelling. The natural order 
of discourse is the reverse of this, 
from the general, less explicit and 
more obscure views of the subject, to 
the minuteness of more particular de- 
tail and explication. Such is the 
practice of the prophets in their pre- 
dictions of- the future fortunes of the 
ancient nations, and such on every 
other occasion, was the practice of 
our Lord himself That. on this oc- 
casion only, he should, after closing 
a minute prophetic narrative, wrap 
up the whole in sublime imagery, is 
not therefore readily to be admitted. 
It is also a just objection to any other 
construction of the language of Christ 
in these verses, than that which makes 
it declare his final advent to judge the 
world, that no other than this presents 
itself, or can easily be made intelligi- 
ble to the reader or hearer of tt. 
Who of us, on reading, or hearing 
read, and the powers that are in 
heaven shall be shaken, and then shall 
they see the Son of Man coming m 
the clouds with great power and glo- 
ry, who of us would readily under- 
stand this language as declaratory of 
the fall of the Jewish greatness, and 
the coming of God with the Roman 
armies to execute his mighty ven- 
geance on the ‘nation? 

The verses then which are under 
consideration, may certainly more sat- 
isfactorily be understood to describe 
the coming of our Lord in the character 
of the world’s final judge. To remove 
the difficulty which seems to attend 
this construction of their language, it is 
necessary to refer to the account of 
this discourse of our blessed Lord as 
given by St. Luke. According to 
him, he had said, (Luke, xxi. 24,) 
there shall be great distress in the 
land and wrath upon this people. 
And they shall fall by the edge of the 


sword, and shall be led away captive 
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unto all nations: and Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
unti] the times of the Geniiles be 
fulfilled. The tribulation of those 
days, was, then, to continue “until 
the times of the Gentiles should be ful- 
filled.” Until, that is, acoording to the 
frequent language of prophecy, from 
the rising of the sun unto the going 
down of the same, his name shall be 
great among the heathen; the know- 
ledge of God shall cover the earth, 
as the waters cover the sea—and at 
the name of Jesus every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear. Un- 
til this universal diffusion of the Gos- 
pel, blindness is happened unto Israel, 
and Jerusalem shall remain trodden 
down of the Gentiles. But after the 
tribulation of those days, when the 
veil shall be removed from this peo- 
ple, on Zion, God shall again lift up 
his standard, and they shall flow to it 
from among all the nations, whither 
the Lord in his wrath had scattered 
them; and when the heathen shall 
have become the inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth, the pos- 
session of the Prince of Peace, and “ 
thus the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled, “then (as in the 24th, 25th and 
26th verses of the chapter of St. Mark 
which we have under review it is de- 
clared ) shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon not give her light, and the 
stars of heaven shall fall, and the 
powers that are in heaven shall be 
shaken, and then shall the Son of Man 
comé in the clouds with power and 
great glory.” After the tribulation, 
then, or as St. Matthew’s expression 
is, immediately after it, implies, whea 
the ages shall have elapsed which shal! 
intervene between the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the dispersion of its 
inhabitants, and the end have been 
put to their sorrows and humiliation, 
by their restoration to the land of 
their fathers. Then it is that Christ 
shall come as it is spoken of him, (v. 
27,) and shall send his angels, and 
shall gather together his elect, or the 
faithful and obedient subjects of the 
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kingdom he had established upon 
earth, from the four winds, from 
the uttermost parts of the earth unto 
the uttermost parts of heaven—or, 
as the account yiven by St. Matthew, 
— 30, 31,) of this part of our 

rd’s discourse is, “and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven, and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of Man coming in the 
elouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. And he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a trum- 
pet, and they shall gather his elect 
from one end of heaven to the other.” 

Christ having thus announced the 
certainty of his final coming to call 
the world to judgment, in language 
which it is not easy, without distor- 
tion and violence, to read with any 
other construction, proceeds, accord- 
ing to the Evangelists who record 
these discourses, to say, “now learn 
a parable of the fig-tree: when her 
branch is yet tender and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is near: 
so ye, in like manner, when ye see 
these things come to pass, know that 
it is nigh, even at the doors—or that 
the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 
Verily I say unto you, this generation 
shall not pass away until all these 
things be done.” As surely, that is, 
as the vernal budding of the leaves 
promises the fruits of summer, will 
those things which T have told you of 
the fate of Jerusalem, indicate the 
certainty of the final advent which it 
so strikingly prefigures. And when 
ye shall see these things come to pass, 
and this generation shall not expire, 
till they do come to pass, know that 
it is nigh, even at the doors. “Here,” 
says a most learned prelate of our own 
age,* and one of the most luminous 
and satisfactory expositors of the 
things in Scripture hard to be under- 
stood, “here the true reading of the 
original, I take to be, so likewise ye, 
when ye shall see all these things, 


* Bishop Horsley. 





know that he is near even at the doors: 
He, that is, the Son of Man, spoken 
of in the verses immediately prece- 
ding, as coming in the clouds of heav- 
en, with power and great glory. The 
approach of summer, says our Lord, 
is not more surely indicated by the 
first appearances of spring, than the 
final destruction of the wicked by the 
beginnings of vengeancé on this im- 
penitent people. The opening of the 
vernal blossom is the first step in a 
natural process, which necessarily ter- 
minates in the ripening of the sum- 
mer fruits, and the rejection of the 
Jews, and the adoption of the believ- 
ing Gentiles, is the first step in the 
execution of a settled plan of Provi- 
dence, whieh inevitably terminates in 
the general judgment. The chain of 
physical causes, in the one case, is not 
more uninterrupted, or more certainly 
productive of the ultimate effect, than 
the chain of moral causes in the other. 
Verily I say unto you, this genera- 
tion shall not pass, till all these things 
be fulfilled. All these things in this 
sentence, must unquestionably denote 
the same things which are denoted by 
the words just before. Just before, 
the same words denoted those parti- 
cular circumstances of the Jewish 
war which were included in our Lord’s 
prediction.- All those signs which 
answer to the fig-tree’s budding leaves, 
the Apostles and their contempora- 
ries (at least some of that generation) 
were to see. But as the thing por- 
tended is not included among the 
signs, it was not at all implied in this 
declaration that any of them were to 
live to see the harvest; the coming of 
our Lord in glory.” 

But proceeds our Lord, (v, 32,) of 
that day and that hour knoweth no 
man, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Fa- 
ther. Of the certainty of these 
things, thatis, I have apprised you; 
but of that day—that final dreadful 
day when all shall be fulfilled, and all 
men shall be summoned from among 
the ruins of the dissolving world to 
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the tribunal of their final judge, none 
knoweth, not the angels, neither the 
Son, but the Father. Is our Lord, 
then, here to be understood as disa- 
vowing the prophetic capacity to 
know the time of that important, de- 
cisive day, to which al] the transac- 
tions in which he appeared as the Sa- 
viour of the world, so pre-eminenily 
refer? Unquestionably not. He must 
therefore be understood to declare, 
that not he in his mediatorial capacity 
and character, nor the angels of heav- 
en, would make mankind to know the 
arrival of that day, when it should 
arrive, but the Father only who kept 
it among those times and seasons, 
which he reserved to himself the ex- 
clusive privilege to unfold. The verb 
which is here rendered from the ori- 
ginal, knoweth, is the same which 
Paul uses, when he tells the Corin- 
thians,* he had “determined to know 
nothing among them save Jesus Christ 
and him crucified;” where it is indis- 
putably his meaning, that he had 
determined to make known, to preach 
and discourse of nothing among them 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
In this sense, then, our Lord may be 
understood to declare, that certain as 
was the tremendous issue which he 
had been describing, of all this tem- 

orary state of things, in which man- 
Kind are placed, preparatory to an- 
other and more important and dura- 
ble existence to follow it, yet the pre- 
cise time of it, he in the office which 
he sustained, and should continue to 
sustain, until that period arrived, was 
not empowered to make known. Of 
this however he finally. most solemnly 
assures his disciples, ( Matt. xxiv. 37,) 
“that as the days of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the Son of 
Man be; for as in the days that were 
before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage, until the day that Noah entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the 
flood came and took them all away; 

* 1 Epis. ii-2. 
AOS. MES.-~VOL. U.- 


so shall also the coming of the Son 
of Man be: and that as a snare shall 
that day come on all of them that 
dwell on the earth.” 

V. 33. Watch ye therefore, is the 
conclusion of the whole; watch and 
pray, for ye know not when the time 
ts. And this is the improvement which 
we are bound, on every principle of 
prudence, interest and duty, to make of 
the instruction which this most inte- 
resting chapter gives to all the profes- 
sors of the religion of the Son of God. 

It shows us him, in whom we be- 
lieve, announcing the wrath of God 
on Jerusalem and her inhabitants, 
withdrawing from them all the glory 
he had giventhem. As surely, then, 
as we know these things to have come 
to pass—as confidently as we believe 
him who foretold them, to be the way, 
the truth and the life, the faithful re- 
vealer of the Father’s will, whose 
word standeth fast for ever and ever, 
though heaven ard earth shall pass 
away—as surely as we know and be- 
lieve these things, (and we are false to 
the name we bear, if we believe them 
not with an assurance stronger than 
death,) as surely as_we believe these 
things, we must believe that the da 
will come when the Lord Jesus will 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the Archangel and 
the trump of God, to call the world 
to judgment. Certain then that such 
a & will come, often let us raise our 
contemplations to it, and consider the 
intimate concern we have in it. 
Where, where, my brethren, will be 
our hope and comfort, our light and 
safety, when the sun shall be darken- 
ed, and the moon shall not give her 
light, when the’stars of heaven shall 
fall, and all the powers of heaven 
tremble, unless the Almighty God, 
the everlasting Jehovah, by whose 
word they were created, and by whose 
mighty hand they are again shaken 
to dissolution, shall condescend to be 
our light and our salvation? 

But if he be, indeed, our refuge and 
our peace, then even in that dreadful 
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day may we lift up our heads with 
joy, assured that though these visible 
heavens be rolled together as a scroll, 
and the earth be removed out of its 
place, et the sure word of his pro- 
mise pledged for the salvation of his 
people, shall never pass away. Let 
the love that gave it, constrain us to 
consider what manner of persons we 
should be in all holy conversation and 
godliness. The hour of our death is 
to us the day of his coming. Ever 
obedient to the voice of his kind and 
friendly warning, let us then be di- 
ligent. that whether that be sooner 
or later, we may be found of him 
in peace—never forgetting that what 
he said to those to whom the warn- 
ing was personally addressed, he says 
to all, and every one of us—* Watch, 
for ye know not when your Lord shall 
come.” 


—~—- 
For the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 


A Cuurca is acknowledged to be 
orthodox, whose order is derived from 
Apostolical practice, and whose doc- 
trine is “the faith once delivered to 
the saints.” In these respects, the 
Protestant Episcopal Church stands 
pre-eminent. Her Ministry is Apos- 
tolical, her Liturgy evangelical, and 
her Articles scriptural. She neither 
looks up to the Pope, nor to Calvin, 
nor to Arminius, nor to any other hu. 
man authority for her faith, her ordi- 
nances, her discipline, or her worship. 
The Bible alone is the unerring stan- 
dard of her religion; and she receives 
it as the law by which her members, 
and all mankind, shall finally be judg- 
ed. As her Articles are derived from 
the Scriptures, it may be interesting 
to some of the readers of the Gospel 
Messenger, to see the various texts on 
which they are founded; as well as 
the evidence that Episcopalians are 
required to believe nothing that is con- 
trary to the Word of God. The un- 


informed, and the misinformed, who 
may have hitherto thought lightly of 
our Articles of Religion, will, I trust, 
from the view here given of them, 
acknowledge the faith and ordinances 
of our Church to be divine, and will 
reverence her worship and authority 
more. 

The necessity of having some com- 
mon bond of union among Church- 
men, founded explicitly upon the 
word of God, became immediately 
apparent on separating from the 
Church of Rome. This important 
subject was among the first which 
engaged the attention of the Reform- 
ers. At the beginning of the Re- 
formation, there were, as was reason- 
ably to be expected, various opinions 
upon this subject. The precise extent 
to which it should go; what should be 
retained, and what abolished, excited 
deep reflection and considerable anx- 
iety. Ignorance of the Scriptures, 
superstition, prejudice of education, 
bigotry, habits formed from long prac- 
tice of certain forms and ceremonies, 
the passions and lust of the king, with 
a reverence for the papal authority 
bordering upon idolatry, all conspired 
to render the Reformation in England, 
a work of peculiar danger, as well as 
of difficulty. The eminently great 
and pious men, particularly among 
the Clergy, who had embarked in it 
from the purest love to God and te 
man, were not, however, to be dis- 
couraged by the dangers which threat- 
ened them, nor by the opposition 
which they foresaw must be encoun- 
tered. In so virtuous and pious a 
cause, they determined to do all that 
they could, and to trust in God for 
their final success. 

In the year of our Lord 1536, an 
act of Parliament was passed for the 
“final extinguishing of the power of 
the Popes of Rome;’ and immedi- 
ately after, Articles of Religion, 
which had been drawn up by direc- 
tion of Henry VUIL ov as the old his- 
torians express it, which were “devis- 
ed by the King’s Highness,” were 
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introduced into the upper House of 
Convocation. In these the Popish 
Sacraments were all abolished, except 
that of Penance.* Their titles were 
as follow: 

Art. I. On the Apostles, Nicene, 
and Athanasian Creeds. 

Art. II. On the Sacrament of Bap- 


tism. 

Art. I1I. On the Sacrament of Pe- 
nance. 

Art. IV. On the Sacrament of the 
Altar. 

Art. V. Of Justification. 

Art. VI. Of Images. 

Art. VII. Of Honouring of Saints. 

Art. VIII. Of Praying to Saints. 

Art. IX. Of Rites and Ceremo- 


nies. 

Art. X. Of Purgatory. 

These were signed by Lord Crom- 
well the King’s Vicar-General, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and 17 
Bishops, in the Upper House; and by 
40 Abbots and Priors, 50 Archdea- 
cons and Proctors of the i ower House 
of Convocation. They were pub- 
lished by the King’s authority, and 
with his Declaration, requiring them 
to be received and observed, for pre- 
venting discord and dissent in reli- 
gion, and for promoting unity and 
concord in opinions. By an injunc- 
tion of the Vicar-General, it was made 
the duty of the Parochial Clergy to 
instruct their people in a knowledge 
of these Articles, and to demonstrate 
to them, that the Pope’s authority was 
not warranted by the word of God. 

The friends of the -Reformation 
were highly gratified, that four of the 
Popish Sacraments were abolished, 
and that so much had been done to- 
wards purifying the Church of Eng- 
land from superstition and error. But 
they had yet to regret, that much 

* Curist instituted two Sacraments, 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. To these 
the Papists have added five others, viz. 
Penance, i , Holy 
Orders, and Extreme n. 
mish Priests are enjoined celibacy; the 
Romish Priests, therefore, are denied one 
of the Sacraments of their own Church! 
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which ought to have been abolished 
was still permitted to remain. 

Instability, however, is stamped 
upon every thing under the sun, and 
in nothing deeper, than the opinions 
and conduct of men. Henry, though 
desirous of a Reformation, was, pro- 
bably, more influenced by personal 
feeling towards the Pope, than by 
religious obligation. No dependance, 
therefore, could be placed on his ul- 
terior views of reform. Many of the 
Bishops were afraid to urge too much 
at once, for fear of offending the King, 
and several still adhered to the Pope. 
The friends of the Reformation were 
sometimes obliged, apparently, to 
yield their opinions, in order to effect 
their great object, at some more fa- 
vourable moment. We have a me- 
morable instance of these truths in 
1539, when six Articles were intro- 
duced into Parliament, and an Act 
passed “for abolishing diversity of 
opinions in certain Articles concern- 
ing Christian Religion.” These ob- 
noxious Articles were warmly debated 
in Convocation, but finally were pass- 
ed, and received the eal assent on 
the 28th June. They were called 
emphatically, The Six Articles, by 
way of eminence, and were execrated 
by the Reformers for retaining most 
of the errors and ¢ tions of the 
Papists, and were abhorred by every 
honest and good man, for cruel 
persecution to which the friends of 
the Reformation would be ones 
They embraced the following subjects: 

Art. I. Declared the C Pre- 
sence in the Sacrament of the Altar, 

Art. II. Communion in both kinds 
declared to be unnecessary. 

Art. III. Forbids Priests to marry. 

Art. IV. Vows of Celibacy were 
declared r. 

Art. V. Private Masses were ap- 

roved. 

Art. VI. Auricular Confession de- 
clared to be expedient and 

Whoever wrote, disputed or 
ed against the first of these Articles, 
was declared guilty of high treason; 








$64 On the Articles of Religion. “[Dec. 


against the others, for the first of- 
fence, forfeiture of goods was the 
penalty, and the second offence was 
felony. These alties, however, 
were moderated, through the influence 
of the Reformers, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, July 21, 1540. 

The licentious Henry died, Jan. 28, 
1547, and was succeeded by his ami- 
able and pious son, Edward VI. who 
had been brought up a Protestant. In 
his reign the Reformation daily in- 
creased in the number of its friends, 
and gathered strength by the consis- 
tence and prudence of its plans, un- 
der the powerful influence of Arch- 
bishop Cranmer, the chief of the Re- 
formers. There was now reasonable 
cause for hope, that, ultimately, the 
Reformation would be permanently 
established. On the 20th Dec. the 
Reformers procured an Act of Par- 
liament for restoring the Cup in the 
Communion to the Laity, and direct- 
ing “the Sacrament of the Altar,” or 
as it is called “in Scripture, the Sup- 
per and Table of the Lord,” to be 
received in both kinds, conformably 
with “Christ’s first institution, and 
the practice of the Church for 500 
years after Christ.” This was an 
important point gained by the Re- 
formers in the cause of truth, and 
Christianity. When men could once 
be persuaded to- appeal to the Bible, 
and the practice of the primitive 
Church, instead of the Pope and 
Court of Rome, there was little doubt 
of the complete triumph of Protes- 
tant principles. 

The Articles of Religion continued 
to be the great concern of the British 
Prelates. Cranmer, particularly, was 
anxious to unite the reformed 
Churches in Europe, in such a sys- 
tem of faith and worship, as would 
prevent irregularities and diversities of 
opinion, be conformable with Scrip- 
ture, and, at the same time, leave the 
Church of Rome no farther than, it 
was believed, she had left the word 
of God. With this benevolent and 
pious view, he commenced, in 1548, 


a correspondence with Melancthon, 
Bullinger and Calvin, which, after 
two years, was interrupted by the 
troubles both in England, and on the 
Continent. The Augsburgh Confes- 
sion of Faith, was drawn up in 1530, 
principally by Melancthon, and af- 
forded an excellent model to the Bri- 
tish divines in the formation of their 
Articles. Archbishop Cranmer, with 
the assistance of Bishop Ridley, and 
other Prelates and learned men, pro- 
posed in-1550 to prepare a body of 
Articles of Religion for the Church 
of England. This was done, and 
laid before the Convocation, A. D. 
1552. After considerable debate, 
they were agreed to, and published by 
the King’s authority. They consist- 
ed of 42 Articles, under this title: 
“Articuli de quibus in Synodo Lon- 
dinensi Anno 1552, inter Episcopos 
& alios Eurditos Viros convenerat ad 
tollendam Opinionum Dissentionem, 
& consensum vere Religionis firman- 
dum, Regia Autoritate in lucem Edi- 
ti. 


This triumph of Protestant princi- 
ples was, however, of but short dura- 
tion; for the following year Edward 
VI. expired, and Mary, a bigotted 
Papist, ascended the British throne. 
In the month of November, ali the 
laws enacted in the preceding reign 
for the establishment of the Protest- 
ant religion, were repealed. Pope 
once more overwhelmed the British 
nation, and Cranmer, Ridley, Lati- 
mer, and numberless other Protest- 
ants, were condemned to the stake. 
But God, in his wisdom, was pleased 
to interfere. Queen Mary expired 
Nov. 7, 1558, to the great joy of her 
Protestant subjects, and of all the 
Protestant states on the continent. 
She was succeeded by her Protestant 
sister Elizabeth, who had narrowly es- 
caped being brought to the block in 
the bloody reign of Mary. By the 
good providence of God, the . Refor- 
mation in England was revised, and 
soon perfected and confirmed. All 
the Acts of Parliament in favour of 
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Popery were repealed, and the Pro- 
testant faith and worship were estab- 
lished by law. 

A Convocation was held in Janua- 
ry, 1562. The Articles of Religion 
adopted in 1552, having been revised, 
were adopted and subscribed to, on 
the 29th of that month. They now 
consisted of 39 Articles, with the fol- 
lowing title: “Articles agreed upon by 
the Archbishops and Bishops of both 
Provinces, and the whole Clergy, in 
Convocation holden at London, in the 
year 1562, for the avoiding of diver- 
sities of opinions, and establishing 
consent touching true religion.” In 
1571, the Articles were again revised, 
and subscribed to, by both Houses of 
Convocation.* Elizabeth died March 
24th, 1603, and was succeeded by 
James VI. of Scotland, and the first 
of England. 

No sooner was the mind unshack- 
led from the superstition in which it 
had been held for ages, than num- 
bers of ardent spirits erected stand- 
ards of faith, and forms, of their own. 
Every one endeavoured to draw 
about him an audience of ignorant or 
discontented persons, and to estab- 
lish his own importance, by setting 
up an independent worship, modelled 
according to his own fancy. Unques- 
tionably excellent and Scriptural as 
the 39 Articles were acknowledged 
to be, yet the Puritan non-conformists, 
thought some of them not sufficiently 
expressive of their peculiar opinions. 
Anxious to adapt the service of the 
Church of England, to their own 
views of faith and worship, they had 
petitioned Queen Elizabeth for a re- 
vision of the Articles, and “the refor- 
mation of sundry ceremonies and 


abuses.” The Queen having paid no 


* Burnet’s Hist of the Reformation, I. 
pp. 215, 216, 217. 258. 259; LI. 41. 166, 
167. 209—221. Fol. Lond. 1681. 

Heylin’s Hist. of the Reformation, p. 6. 
10, 11. 49. 106, 107, 108 121, 122 330, 
331. 351—368. Fol. Lond. 1674. 

Collier’s Eccl. Hist. II. pp. 119, 120, 
—s 168, 169. 326, 629. Fol. Lond. 


attention to their petition, they  pre- 
sented another to James I. immediate- 
ly after his accession to the throne of 
England, under the persuasion, that 
a King brought up among the Presby- 
terians of Scotland, would favourably 
listen to any suggestions for bending 
the Episcopal Church to the forms and 
faith of the Kirk. The King receiv- 
ed the petition; and for the satisfac- 
tion of all parties, ordered a Confer- 
ence to be held in his presence. This 
accordingly commenced at Hampton 
Court, Jan. 14, 1603. There were 
present, the King, an Archbishop, 8 
Bishops, and 9 Deans, and the Privy- 
Counsellors; and 4 agents of the Pu- 
ritans. I shall but briefly notice what 
took place on the subject of one of 
the Articles, to show the construction 
put upon it by the Church at that day. 

During the second day’s Confer- 
ence, held Jan. 16, Dr. Reynolds, a 
leading Puritan, appeared in behalf of 
the petitioners, and moved the King, 
“that the Book of Articles of Reli- 
gion, concluded 1562, might be ex- 
plained in places obscure, and enlarg- 
ed where some things were defective. 
For example; whereas Art. X VI. the 
words are these: After we have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost, we may depart 
from Grace; notwithstanding the 
meaning be found, yet he desired that, 
because they may seem to be contra- 
ry to the doctrine of God’s Predestina- 
tion and Election in Art. XVII. both 
those words might be explained with 
this, or like addition, yet neither to- 
tally, nor finally; and also that the 
Nine Assertions Orthodoxal, as he 
termed them, concluded upon at Lam- 
beth,* might be insertec into that 
Book of Articles.” 

* The Lambeth Articles, as they are 
usually called, had their origin in some 
disputes with Lady Margaret's Professor 
of Divinity at Cambridge, about Predes- 
tination. Some Divines met at Lambeth, 
and drew up nine Articles expressive of 
their opinions on the subject. Several 
attempts have been — A rr 
times, to incorporate 
Articles; but they alwayg failed. They 
are a6 follow: 
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He was answered by Dr. Bancroft, 
Bishop of London, who “took occa- 
sion to signifie to his Majestie, how 
very many in these daies, neglecting 
holiness of life, presumed too much 
of persisting of Grace, laying all their 
religion upon Predestination, If I 
shall be saved, I shall be saved; 
which he termed a desperate doctrine, 
showing it to be contrary to good 
Divinity, and the true doctrine of 
Predestination, wherein we should 
reason rather ascendendo, than de- 
scendendo, thus: I live in obedience 
to God, in love with my neighbour, 
I follow my vocation, &c. therefore I 
trust that God has elected me, and 


“Articles approved by the Right Rev. 
Lords, John, Lord Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and Richard, Lord Bishop of Lon- 
don, and other Divines, at Lambeth, the 
20th of Nov. in the year 1595. 

“I. God from Eternity Predestinated 
some men to life, and some he reprobated 
unto death. 

“II. The moving, or efficient cause of 
Predestination to life, is not the foresight 
of faith, or of perseverance, or of good 
works, or of any thing which may be in 
the persons Predestinated, but only the 
will of God’s good pleasure. 

“101. Of the Predestinate there is a 
predefined and certain number, which can 
neither be increased nor diminished. 

“IV. They which are not Predestinated 
unto salvation, shall necessarily be con- 
demned for their sins. 

“VY, True, lively, justifying faith, and 
the sanctifying Spirit of God, is not ex- 
tinguished, doth not fall out, doth not va- 
nish in the Elect, either finally or totally. 

“VI. A man truly oy that is, en- 
dued with  fesiving faith, is certain, by 
or with full persuasion of faith, of the 
forgiveness of his sins, and of his ever- 
lasting salvation by Christ. 

uy fi. Saving Grace is not given, is not 
communicated, is not granted to all men, 
whereby they may be saved if they will. 

“VIII. No man can come to Christ, un- 
less it be given unto him, and unless the 
Father draw him; and all men are not 
drawn by the Father, that they come unto 
the Son. 

“TX. It is not put in the free choice and 
power of every map, to be saved.” 

—— Appello elium, Lond. 
1653. Reprinted 1806. pp. 12, 13, 
14; and Collier's Eccles. Hist, IU 
p. 644. 


predestinated me to salvation: Not 
thus, which is the usual course of ar- 
gument: God hath predestinated and 
chosen me to life, therefore though I 
sin never so grievously, yet I shall 
not be damned: for whom he once 
loveth, he loveth to the end. Where- 
fore he showed his Majesty out of the 
next Article, what was the doctrine of 
the Church of England touching Pre- 
destination, in the very last paragraph, 
Scil. We must receive God's 
mises in such wise, as they be gene- 
rally set forth to us in Holy Scrip- 
ture: And in our doings, that will of 
God is to be followed, which we have 
expressly declared unto us in the 
word of God: Which part of the 
Article his Majesty very well approv- 
ed, and after he had, after his man- 
ner, very singularly discoursed on 
that place of Paul, Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling, he left it to be considered, whe- 
ther any thing were mete to be added, 
for the clearing of the Doctor his 
doubt, by putting in the word often, 
or the like, as thus: We may often 
from Grace; but in the mean 
time, wished that the doctrine of Pre- 
destination might be very tenderly 
handled, and with great discretion, 
lest on the one side, God’s omnipo- 
tence might’ be called in question, by 
impeaching the doctrine of his eter- 
nal predestination, or on the other, a 
desperate presumption might be ar« 
reared, by inferring the necessary cer- 
tainty of standing, and persisting in 
= The Article remained unal- 


In the course of the Conference, 
the King “in utter dislike of this 
doctrine, entered into a longer speech 
of predestination, and reprobation, 
than before, and of the necessary con- 
joyni repentance and holinesse of 
ife with true faith: concluding, that it 
was hypocrisie, and not true justify- 
ing faith, which was sev from 
them: for although Predestination and 
Election depend not upon any quali- 
ties, actions, or works of man, which 
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be mutable, but upon God his eternal 
and immutable decree and purpose; 
yet such is the necessity of repentance, 
after known sins committed, as that, 
without it, there could not be, either 
reconciliation with God, or remission 
of those sins.”* 

Exceptions were taken at other 
Articles, but all of them were per- 
mitted to remain as they were; 
and they have been permitted so 
to remain in the Church of Eng- 
land to the present day. The Decla- 
ration prefixed to the English Arti- 
cles, was added by Charles I. at the 
instance of Archbishop Laud, to si- 
lence the disputes between the Armi- 
nians and Calvinists.t 

“When in the course of Divine 
Providence these American States 
became independent with respect to 
civil government, their ecclesiastical 
independence was necessarily inclu- 
ded.” Among the great objects which 
engaged the attention of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, at the first 
General Convention, held in 1785, 
was the settlement of the Articles of 
Religion. Some alterations were ne- 
cessary to adapt them to our civil in- 
stitutions, and some of them were 
thought capable of improvement. 
They were revised and reduced to 
XX. and were published in 1805, in 
what was called The Proposed Book, 
i. e. the Book of Common Prayer, 
as proposed to the Church at large. 
At the Convention in Sept. 1801, the 
old Articles were restored, and adapt- 
ed to the civil institutions. of the 


* Barlow's Summe and Substance of 
the Conference which it pleased his Ex- 
cellent Majestic to have with the Lords 
Bishops, and other of his Clergie, (at 
which most of the Lords of the Council 
were present,) in his Majestie’s Privie- 
Chamber, at Hampton Court, Jan. 14, 
1603. Reprinted Lond. 1805. pp. 18, 19. 
22. 32. 

Heylin’s History of the Presbyterians, 
pp. 369—374. Fol. Lond. 1670. ‘ 

Collier's Eccles. Hist. 1. 672—684. 

t Ibid. p. 746. See the papers append- 
ed to Winchester on the 17th Article of 
the Charch of England, Lond. 13868. 


country, and have continued to the 
present day without further altera- 
tion.* 

Having given this brief sketch of 
the history of the Articles, I shall 
now show the several passages of 
Scripture on which they are founded; 
at the same time I would remark, that 
the texts here collected, form no in- 
considerable Body of Divinity. 

(To be continued.) 


—»- 
To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


ON CLERICAL ATTENDANCE AT 
FUNERALS. 


From a notice of the Funeral of 
the late Bishop of Quebec, the Right 
Rev. Dr. Mountain, in a Quebec pa- 
per of June last, I extract the follow- 
ing: The procession was attended 
“by his Excellency the Lieut. Gover- 
nor, the Chief Justice, the Gentlemen 
of the two Councils, the Judges and 
Members of the Bar, in their gowns, 
the Military Officers off duty, the 
Gentlemen of the Civil and Military 
departments, and a long train of res- 
pectable citizens in deep mourning. 
On arriving at the Church-yard, the 
body was received by the Reverend 
Clergy in their Surplices, over which 
they wore black scarfs, and on enter- 
ing the Church, the Rev. Dr. Mills 
conimenced the Burial service,” &c. 

My design in making the above ex- 
tract is to bring to view an innova- 
tion on the ancient usages, and pre- 
scribed Ritual of the Church, which 
has unfortunately grown into use in 
some, if not in most of our cities in the 
United States, though elsewhere, I 
believe, unknown. [allude to that 
abuse, now so common at funerals, 
by which the attending Clergy, in- 
stead of “meeting the corpse at the 
entrance of the Charch-seed, and go- 
ing before it either into the Church, 
or towards the grave,” as the Rubric 
prefixed to the Burial service pre- 


* Journals of General Convention. 
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scribes, are paraded, in black gowns, 
through mud and mire, at the head of 
the procession, from the house to the 
place of interment, however distant. 
A different practice, it appears by the 
foregoing extract, and a more correct 
one, prevails in Canada, and, I may 
add, likewise in England, in conform- 
ity with the Rubric just quoted. It 
may seem to some persons that the 
variation referred to is of little mo- 
ment. I think otherwise. I think 
every deviation from the order pre- 
scribed by the wisdom of the Church 
is of moment, for the license of 
change has no limit when it once 
oversteps the written rule. One in- 
novation leads to many, and the la- 
test always pleads the strongest. 
Give fashion foothold, and it will soon 
metamorphose the whole scheme of 
doctrine and discipline. 

Something plausible might be said, 
if the practice in question had any ad- 
vantages to recommend it; but I 
know of none, and on the contrary it 
is attended with many and serious in- 
conveniences. 

In the first place it disfigures the 
service. The Church designs that 
all the services of the sanctuary, that 
of the pulpit excepted, should be per- 
formed by the Minister in his appro- 
priate garb, the surplice, certainly 
more becoming than the orator’s 

own, for such occasions. But the 
Minister having marched in the funer- 
al array in his black gown, has no op- 
portunity or time to change it at the 
door of the Church, and therefore 
proceeds to the desk in that inappro- 
priate costume. I confess it strikes 
me that the effect would be more sol- 
emn and impressive, were he, as the 
Rubric prescribes, to “meet the corpse 
at the entrance of the Church-yard,” 
arcayed in the proper garb of the 
sanctuary, and ‘thus, as it were, wel- 
come the remnant of mortality to its 
“long home,”%in “the house appointed 
for all livin 

Again, the custom gbjected to is 
productive of great and needless per- 


sonal inconvenience to the Minister. 
The Clergy, I think I may venture to 
say, shrink from no labour which 
their duty demands. They are wil- 
ling “to spend and be spent” in the 
service of their Master, and for the 
good of their brethren. But it seems 
not unreasonable that they should ob- 
ject to that labour which “profiteth 
not,” which has no tendency to pro- 
mote either; and really I can discern 
no possible benefit that can result 
from their merely swelling the pomp 
of the funeral train. In our climate, 
and at those seasons which are most 
fatal to life, such labour is peculiarly 
oppressive, and it is then most multi- 
plied. I need not say, for many yet 
weep at the remembrauce, how dear 
it cost the church, and the community, 
in one lamented instance. Others 
might perhaps be added. 

But a more serious evil still, which, 
while it affects the Minister, equally 
affects the people of his charge, is the 
unnecessary waste of his time. It is 
notorious that, on such occasions, 
there is, almost invariably, great de- 
lay; and where they occur frequent- 
ly, which must be the case’ in a 
populous city parish, the evil becomes 
one of serious magnitude. If the 
Clergyman attends punctually at the 
hour appointed, he is liable to be de- 
tained, commonly not less than one, 
frequently two hours, beyond the time 
actually required for the performance 
of the service. And this detention, 
not unfrequently, happens at a time 
when he is urgently pressed with oth- 
er indispensable duties. If, with the 
laudable desire of saving an hour, he 
makes that deduction, he is liable to 
detain others, and probably to give of- 
fence. He finds himself then in a 
dilemma, either horn of which is suffi- 
ciently formidable. 

Having thus stated the difficulty 
permit me to propose the. remedy. 
tt is happily a very simple and easy 
one; adhere to the rubric, and to the 
uniform practice of the Church in its 
undeformed simplicity. This will 
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occasion no inconvenience to any, 
and it will be, in reality, an accom- 
modation to all concerned. It will 
be, as I am persuaded, a benefit to the 
church; and what further argument 
need I use? I address the friends of 
the church, and I trust that all who 
love the church will gladly lend their 
aid to preserve unimpaired the beauty 
of her services. To effect this in the 
instance referred to, it is only necessa- 
ry that they who possess the power 
should make use of it for that end. 
With this view I beg leave respectful- 
ly to suggest to all those who may at 
any time have the direction or control 
of the funeral solemnities, that they in- 
witethe officiating Minister, and the 
other attending clergy to receive the 
body at the Church, as in the instance 
cited at the head of these remarks, and 
as the Rubric directs, specifying in 
such invitation the time at which it is 
proposed that the funeral procession 
shall arrive there, that they may be 
in readiness accordingly. 
PAROCHIALIS. 


—>—_ 
For the Gospel Messenger. 
THE MEDIATION OF CHRIST. 


Suppose a person of immense 
wealth, and as liberal as he is rich, 
should send a particular friend to dis- 
tribute his bounty, and ‘to prescribe 
the conditions on which it shall be 
received. It would be evident to 
every capacity, that unless we ac- 
knowledged the authority of the per- 
son whom the rich man had sent, and 
complied with the conditions he pre- 
scribed, we should not receive the 
wealth he came to bestow. 

Now this is precisely the case with 
the blessings of Christianity. One 
only Being has them to bestow. Jesus 
Christ alone is the Mediator of the 
new covenant between God and man, 
and through him alone, we can re- 
ceive the pardon of our sins, and the 

GOS. MES.—VOL. I. 


blessings of eternal life. If we reject 
this Mediator, ‘there is no other to 
bestow them. (Acts iv. 10, 11, 12.) 
If we refuse the conditions he pre- 
scribes in his Gospel, we have no 
reason to believe that any other will 
ever be offered to our choice. (2 
Thess. i. 8.) These conditions are 
before us. “All power is given unto 
him in heaven and in earth.” (Matt. 
xxviii. 18.) We cannot bargain with 
him for his opinion or his forbearance, 
as we do with the world. We must 
either receive his precepts wholly, as 
to any saving purpose, or wholly re- 
ject them. 

Reader! think of these things, and 
embrace the Saviour which God the 
Father has sent to you, as your only 
hope in the day of recompense; for 
no one can come to the Father but 
through him. (John xiv. 6.) If you 
will not come to the Father through 
the mediation of his Son; where will 

ou go? If you will not enter into 

eaven through the intercession of 
this Saviour, where will your soul be 
found, after the judgment of the great 
day? Reader! think of these things 
while it may profit you, and save you 
from endless misery. Remember, 
there is no trifling with God and eter- 
nity; and that there may be but “a 
step between you and death.” (1 
Sam. xx. 3.) 

F. F. 


—> 
To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
OF SLAVES. 


Tue religious instruction of our 
Negroes is a subject on which there 
cam be, I trust, but little difference of , 
opinion, among serious, thinking, re- 
ligious men. In every point of view 
in which it can be considered, it is 
deeply interesting and important. As 
the appointed means of meliorating 
their moral condition; as tending te 

47 








bid 


$70 On the Religious Instruction of Slaves. [Dee- 


elevate their piety to God, and excite 
their gratitude and obedience to those 
whom it is their duty to serve; and as 
showing them the certainty of future 
reward or punishment, after death, 
according as their deeds have been 
good or evil, religious instruction must 
be of incalculable impertance,, whe- 
ther considered in its effects upon in- 
dividual character, or with reference 
to general society. The happy effects 
which religious instruction is capable 
of preducing in these people, if dis- 
creetly and scripiuraily given, I think 
cannot be objected against, unless we 
are prepared to assert, that the word 
of God was not intended for the ge- 
neral instruction of all mankind; and 
that the ever-blessed Redeemer did 
not shed his blood for the whole hu- 
man race. But so long as I feel as- 
sured that “God is no respecter of 
persons: But in every nation he that 
feareth him and worketh righteous- 
ness is accepted with him:” (Acts x. 
34, 35:) And so long as I believe my 
Saviour commanded his Apostles, 
and through them, every Minister up- 
on earth, to “go and teach,” or as it 
is in the Greek, to make disciples, or 
christians, of “all nations; (Matt. 
xxviii. 193) I shall rest satisfied in my 
belief, that it is our duty to make our 
Slaves, so far as it may depend upon 
us, candidates for everlasting life. 

The principle has been fairly test- 
ed for many years, upon two planta- 
tions in the island of Barbados; and, 
so far as my information goes, with 
success. Jt may, perhaps, Messrs. 
Editors, bé interesting to some of 
your readers, to see a brief account of 
the plans adopted for this benev- 
olent purpose, and the nature of 
the instruction given, by persons con- 
yersant with the feelings, habits, and 
dispositions of the servile class. 

The venerable Society in England, 
incorporated more than a century ago, 
by the name of “the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts,” through the munificence of 
an individual, bas been enabled to 


test the principle on a scale sufficient- 
ly large to prove its effects. This 
experiment, it must be observed, was 
made in aslave-holding colony, and, 
therefore, may be made with the same 
probability of success, in a slave-hold- 
Ing state. 

Gen. Christopher Codrington, a 
wealthy native of Barbados, received 
his education at Chrisi Church, Ox- 
ford, and aitained to considerable emi- 
nence in literature and science, and 
particularly in metaphysical know- 
ledge. He was elected Fellow of 
All-Souls, but subsequently exchang- 
ed the groves of learning for the field 
of Mars, where his gallantry in seve- 
ral battles procured him theappoimt+ 
ment of Governor of the Leeward 
Islands. He died in Barbados, April 
7th, 1710. Among other munificent 
legacies, particularly one to his Col- 
lege, of about $7 1,000, he bequeathed 
his two plantations in Barbados to the 
Society, for the purpose of founding a 
College; with directions, “that a con- 
venient number of Professors and 
Scholars should be maintained there, 
leaving the particulars of the constitu- 
tion to the Society, composed of wise 
and good men.” Being thus entrusted 
with the management of a slave es- 
tate, as well as with the founding of 
a College, the Society determined on 
giving to the Negroes religious in- 
struction. A College has been erect- 
ed, and the establishment, at present, 
consists of a President and twelve 
scholars. Stipends are allowed to 
those who wish to prosecute their 
studies in England, for either of the 
learned professions. The Chaplain 
of the College is the Minister of these 
plantations, and it is his duty to pro- 
mote the improvement of the slaves 
in moral and religious knowledge. 
Schools have been established on the 
plantations upon the National System, 
under the superintendence of the 
Chaplain; and such regulations adopt- 
ed, as will enable the slaves to acquire 
a knowledge of thé Christian faith, 
and to attend to the religious observ- 
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ance of the Lord’s Day, “without 
any interference with the labours of 
the field.” 

The following regulations were 
adopted; and I most earnestly entreat 
the Planters of Carolina to read them 
with attention, and then to consider 
well, whether any real, solid objec- 
tion, such as they would be willing to 
urge to the face of God in the day of 
judgment, can be made against the 
religious instruction of slaves. 

“Regulations. The College and 
Society estates having been left in 
trust to a religious body, whose sole 
object is the Propagation of the Gos- 

el among mankind, it seems as if 

rovidence had intended that the 
great work of reformation in the Ne- 
gro character should commence among 
the labourers on these plantations. 
And although the annual returns of 
West-India property, form a consider- 
ation secondary to moral culture and 
comfort among those, from whose in- 
dustry an abundant revenue is derived, 
yet it is desirable that a system should 
be adopted, in every way coincident 
with the colonial interest: a system 
which, while it effectually secures 
progressive amelioration in the dispo- 
sition, understanding, and habits of 
the slaves, may afford a model for 
other proprietors to follow. And 
most ardently may this event be ex- 
pected, when it is seen in what har- 
mony religious institutions and flour- 
ishing agriculture subsist. 

“Chapel. Divine Service shall be 
performed on Sunday morning at half 
past ten, according to the Rites of the 
Church of England, with a familiar 
discourse to the Slaves on the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, and their con- 
sequent duties as christians. 

“And again in the afternoon at two 
o’clock; when, after Prayers, the 
Scripture shall be explained to them 
by way of exposition; or the Com- 
mon Prayer illustrated; or the ancient 
and useful mode of catech'sing adopt- 
ed. By this arrangement, those who 
may have been unavoidably prevent- 


ed attending in the morning, will have 
the opportunity of repairing their 
loss, and the neighbouring Nexvroes 
may, if so disposed, be accommoda- 
ted. 

“Schools. There shall continue to 
be a School on each estate/receiving 
all, from the period of distinct articu- 
lation, to the age of ten; the hours of 
attendance daily, from nine in the 
morning till one at noon. It shall 
commence with Prayer and the Creed, 
and then proceed to their ordinary 
plan of study, agreeably with the 
National System, and close with a 
repetition of the Ten Commandments 
and a Hymn. 

“Writing and Arithmetic shall be 
excluded. 

“Sacraments. Baptism shall be 
readily administered to all children 
presented by their parents; and to all 
adults, who give a satisfactory reason 
for their desiring this Sacrament. 

“The Lord’s Supper shall be ad- 
ministered once a month to those who 
have given previous notice of their 
intention to the Minister, and justify 
his reception of them, by the improve- 
ment of their lives and devoutness at 
worship.* 

“Funerals. In case of a Funeral, 
the immediate relatives continue to 
have the whole day granted them; 
and labour shall cease at five o’clock,t 
on the estate where the funeral occurs, 
in order that all may have the oppor- 
tunity of attending a christian cere- 
mony, so peculiarly calculated to awa- 
ken religious feeling. 

“Marriage. Marriages shall be 
encouraged among the slaves, in con- 
formity with the Rites of the Church 
of England, as one of the most ef- 
fectual means of refining and strength- 
ening natural attachments, and there- 
by paving the way to virtuous habits.} 


* This is the practice in South-Carolina. 
t By the system of tasking practised in 
this State, a prime field hand can finish 
his work by 4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon. 
t Marriages g the d tic slaves 
in this State are common; the Clergy 
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“Hospital. It is considered a part 
of the Minister’s duty to attend the 


sick, aged and infirm at the hospital, 
or at their own houses, and afford the 
consolations of religion by his advice 
and conversation.* 

“Indulgences. That the Slaves on 
the two estates continue to have the 
full enjoyment of the Saturday from 
one o’clock, for attending to their own 
immediate concerns, so that the Sab- 
bath may be considered by them, not 
as heretofore, a day of bodily rest, 
but a holy season, set apart for the 
improvement of the soul.t 

“No species of labour shall be al- 
lowed on a Sunday, which can possi- 
bly be prevented by some arrange- 
ment for its performance on the other 
days of the week.”’{ 

The Rev. John H. Pinder, A. B. 
is the present Chaplain of the Col- 
lege, charged with the instruction of 
these slaves. He has lately published 
in London, a small volume, under the 
title of “Advice to Servants; being 
five Family Lectures delivered to Do- 
mestic Slaves in the [sland of Bar- 
bados, in the year 1822.” I have 
not seen this work, but such extracts 
as are given by the Reviewer in the 
Christian Remembrancer, I have read 
with much pleasure. The author is 
a native of Barbados, is himself a 
slave holder, and appears to me emi- 
nently calculated to be useful to the 
people, whose moral and religious 
condition it is his duty to endeavour 
to improve. His discourses are adapt- 
ed to their condition in society, their 
wants, their understanding and _ their 
feelings; and he tells them plainly of 
their besetting sins. His first Lecture 


readily officiate, on the parties producing 
written permission from their owners. 

* This is practised here, and particular- 
ly in the towns. 

t Our slaves are not required to work 
on the Lord’s Day; and at Christmas, the 
Planter’s, generally, give them three days 
holyday, and a greater allowance of food. 

{ See the Report of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, for the year 1819. 
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is on the Reciprocal duties of Masters 
and Servants: The second is on Steal- 
ing: The third is on. Lying: The 
fourth is on Idleness; and the fifth on 
Sobriety. If such were the subjects 
of his public instructions to the field, 
as they were to the domestic slaves, 
which we may reasonably suppose to 
have been the case; and if the desired 
effects were not produced, the Chap- 
lain has discharged his duty as a 
Christian Minister, and his recom- 
pense will be found where all our mo- 
tives are fully known, and where the 
failure of our most judicious exertions 
and anxious desires, will be ascribed 
to their proper cause. 

Extract from the first Lecture on 
the Reciprocal Duties of Masters and 
Servants; the text Coloss, iii. 22, 23; 
and iv. 1. 


“It is the duty of the master to establish 
the worship of God in his family, where 
thanksgiving, prayer and blessings, and 
confession of sin may daily be offered up 
to the Almighty by all the members of the 
family. It is the duty of the servant to be 
glad of such an opportunity, and make the 
best use of it; to be ready at the time he 
knows the bell will ring; enter reverently, 
pray earnestly, and hear the Scripture at- 
tentively. Far from making him presume 
upon this mark of religious favour—be- 
cause admitted into the apartment where 
at other times he is seen on service—he 
should be more humble and respectful 
than ever; should feel a stronger tie than 
before, towards his master and fellow ser- 
vants; and having bowed the knee before 
God, as one of a family, he cannot hence- 
forth commit the smallest injury to the 
head of the family, or even the youngest 
member, without injuring himself at the 
same time, and dishonouring God, “the 
Father of all the families of the earth.” It 
is the master’s duty also to encourage his 
servants in praying by themselves; in 
learning to read;* in serving God on the 
Sabbath day; and when sufiiciently ad- 
vanced in Christian knowledge, and Chris- 
tian behaviour, to lead them to the Lord’s 
table, where they may callto mind the 
death of the Saviour, and receive God’s 
promises and pledge of mercy, grace and 
salvation, on their true belief and repen- 
tance.” 

“It is the duty of a master and mistress 


*See Practical Considerations founded on the 
Scriptures, relative to the Slave Population of 
South-Carolina, pp. 31. 32. Charleston, 1823. 
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to advise a servant, when they see any bad 
or faulty habit creeping on upon them; if 
advice is neglected, they must reprove; if 
their reproof is set at nought, they must 
use other means. Some servants there are, 
who will feel more at being turned from 
the room in which they wait, or displaced 
from their duty for a day, or even passed 
without being wished good-night or morn- 
ing, than others will at more harsh means. 
Happy and tender is such a conscience! it 
carries its blessing. It is the duty also of a 
master to reward. And this can be done 
in many ways without money given, or 
paymen! made for doing what their busi- 
ness of life is. This would in some cases 
shock advanced Christian servants, and 
make them feel hurt at being suspected; of 
not valuing Goid’s favour above all as their 
chief reward. With the young, it is a dif- 
ferent case. Just setting out, surrounded 
by temptation, aud weak through the cor- 
rupt nature which they brought with them 
into the world, they need these little helps, 
which may be removed after a time, like 
scaffolding from a building. Thus it ap- 
pears the duty of masters and mistresses 
to lead their servants forward in religious’ 
knowledge, to be kind and gentle to all 
tempers which can be won by such treat- 
ment; to advise, and to reprove. To afford 
comfortable clothing, sufficient and easy 
maintenance—! may add, attention, when 
any are sick—and tears over the grave of 
a faithful servant, will be as beautiful and 
becoming as the drops of morning dew. 
May the Almighty dispose my heart ever 
to be the friend as weil as the master of my 
servants—May they serve me in return, 
‘not with eye service, as men-pleasers, but 
with singleness of heart, fearing God; and 
whatever they do, do it as to the Lord!’ 
May I, like Cornelius, not serve God by 
myself, but ‘with all my house,’ and keep 
the way of the Lord.” 

Extract from the second Lecture 
on stealing; the text Ephes. iv. 28. 

“How delightful it is to read of Abra- 
ham being able to trust his servant on so 
important a business, as to bring home 
Rebecca to his son Isaac, and to mark 
with what confidence the old man put in- 
to his hands, jewels of silver, and jewels of 
gold! sure of his servant's faithfulness and 
honesty, and worthy of the trust he put 
in him. How pleasing to our Saviour, to 
hear the Roman captain speak so highly 
of his servant, and actually come begging 
him to cure him of the sickness with which 
he was afflicted. These were honest ser- 
vants.” 

The third Lecture is upon Lying. 

“People are taught to lie by having 
false promises made to them. If they will 


do such a thing, a bad person promises to 
give them this; not to tell upon them, and 
so on. Persons are taught to lie, from 
the way they are spoken to—get into a 
passion with them—storm and rage; why 
they are frightened, and scarcely know 
what they are saying. Ask them mildly 
and quietly; search into the truth till you 
come.at it, and clear them of the charge; 
or, if they have told a lie, punish them. 
Yet the ishment even of young persons 
should be something more than whipping 
or confinement: try and make them sensi- 
ble of their wickedne%s; make them asham- 
ed; make them sorry in the sight of God; 
and try and fix in their hearts a determin- 
ation never again to tell a lie. 

“Another way of making a person lie, 
is to accuse him without a cause, Consi- 
der every person as innocent, and treat 
him so, till you are satisfied in your own 
mind, or have very strong reasons indeed, 
from his behaviour, for believing that he 
is guilty. This will be far from encoura- 
ging him to tell a lie. 

“How are we to prevent or cure this 
bad habit?—Know that God is present; 
hears what you say, and is offended with 
you fora lie. Do you think you may re- 
pent, before you meet God? Do not be too 
sure. Ananias and Sapphira told a lie; 
St. Peter warned them; they persisted; 
and God struck them both dead upon the 
spot! Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, ran 
after a person that had been calling at his 
master’s house, and by means of a lie, got 
some money and clothes; then, with a 
calm face, walks back, and stands before 
the prophet.—‘Where have you been Ge- 
hazi?’—Thy servant has not been any 
where.—‘ What! did not my heart go with 
thee and watch thee when Naaman gave 
you what you begged for, with a lie 
in your mouth; and now you deny it to 
me!’ And how was he punished?—‘with 
leprosy, for ever.’—If this will not prevent 
lying, to be told that God hears every 
word you say, true or false, whisper or 
loud, to master, mistress, or one another, 
it will be in vain for me to remind you that 
every man, woman, and child that speaks 
truth will despise you, and think little of 
you, and watch you, and never trust you, 
In vain to remind you, that your own 
heart will be touched with shame, at times; 
that you cannot be happy here, nor ex- 
pect to be so hereafter.” 

“Do not give way to telling strange ac- 
counts of things, asd talking about other 
people. If you make a promise, keep it. 
Keep company, as much as possible, only 
with true and faithful Christians. Do not 
speak hastily; think before you speak, 
and do not talk too much: you cannot un- 
say what you have once said. When you 
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repeat a thing, do not make it more or 
less; better or worse; either to produce 
fun, or promote displeasure; and do not 
ever say what you yourself do not believe. 
If you get out of temper, avoid speaking 
till you are cool again; you may tell, either 
by threatening or promising, what you 
may afterwards repent.” 
he Fourth Lecture is upon Idle- 
ness. : 
“TI know no better rule for being ear- 
nest in business, than praying for a bless- 
ing on your daily labour. Few can go on 
long playing the hypocrite to.suck a de- 
gree as to beg God's biessing on this piece 
or that piece of business: and then neglect 
it in the day! You cannot speak too 
plainly to your Heavenly Father in prayer. 
{t you charge yourself with so late taking 
rest, pray against it. If vou think your- 
self slow, if fond of gadding, if of being 
busy only while watched, if of doing bu- 
siness carelessly, if of idle fils, thongh not 
regularly idle, or any other way in which 
T have mentioned, pray for strength to get 
the mastery of it. Whoever you may 
serve, never be a servant to the bad dis- 
position of a corrupted heart. Pray more 
and more earnestly, till you find it getting 
less and less manifest in your conduct 
“Remember the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
whom archangels were made to serve, 
came down, ‘not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister.” ‘He went about doing 
good.’ He laboured till he was hungry, 
and the people came to him again, so that 
he could take no food: he walked till he 
was thirsty, and then was refused a 
draught of water. Like the sun that 
rules by day, he went his daily round, 
giving light and life; preaching peace, 
but enjoying none; offering rest to weary 
souls, but not having where to lay his 
head. At length, bearing his own cross, 
he patiently suffered himself to be nailed 
to it for our redemption. Even now he is 
actively engaged, praying in our behalf, 
guiding is servants, directing their du- 
ties, helping the performance, and prepa- 
ring places in heaven against their coming 
thither; wherein we may rest neither day 
nor night, from the blessed lot of prais- 
ing and serving God for ever and ever!” 
The last Lecture is upon Sobriety, 
but no extracts are given by the Re- 
viewer. 
, CHRISTIANUS. 


—»—- 


Hear much, say little, and bear 
much; or, according to the maxim ot 
the Stoics, Sustain and Abstain. 


BISHOP RAVENSCROFT’S CHARGE 


To the Clergy of his Diocess, delivered at 
the Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, in North-Carolina, held in 
Christ Church, Washington, on the 21st, 
22d, 23d and 25th of April, 1825. 

Tue period has arrived, my breth- 
ren, when personal observation of 
the state of this Diocess enables me to 
fulfil a duty of my station, in an Ad- 
dress, by way of charge, to the cler- 
gy and laity of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in North-Carolina; and I 
very gladly embrace the opportunity 
of this annual assemblage of the repre- 
sentatives of the Church in Conven- 
tion, to present to their consideration 
those particulars which are of greatest 
importance, at preseni, to the progress 
and success of the cause we have in 
hand. 

From the information given to this 
Convention in my Episcopal journal, 
and the subsequent Parochial reports, 
the gradual improvement in the exter- 
nal circumstances of the Church, is 
very evident; and it is no more thana 
reasonable expectation, that a contin- 
uance of the same course of labour 
and diligence in the clergy, and atten- 
tion on the part of the laity, will be 
followed by a iike favourable result. 

There are some causes, however, 
more remofe from general observation, 
which operate injuriously to the ad- 
vancement of the Church, but which 
are in the reach of a remedy, and 
which it is our joint duty to endeavour 
to remove. ‘he first I shall mention 
is want of information in the people 
at large, and in too great a degree 
among those of our own communion, 
on the distinctive character of the 
Church of Christ, and the obligations 
which thence follow. to man, thus fur- 
nished with this means of grace. 

That it exists in a very extensive 
and injurious degree, is a point which 
needs no proof; it being the daily ex- 
perience of most of those who hear 
me. And while it can be accounted 
for very satisfactorily, in my opinion, 
it is from the causes producing it that 
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we shall best learn what is most pro- 
per to connteract it. 

We have, then, but to direct our 
attention to the state of things produc- 
ed by the downfall of the Church at 
the period of our revolution, and to 
what has followed progressively since 
until within a few years, to find ample 
means of accounting tor ihis state of the 
public mind. The Episcopal Church, 
never very strong in this state, was 
reduced by that great event toa state 
of actual silence. Political feelings 
were associated with its very name, 
which operated as a complete bar to 
any useful or comfortable exercise of 
duty by the very few clergymen, per- 
haps not more than three or four, 
which were left. 

The public instruction of the people 
in religion, therefore, fell exclusively 
into other hands, and into hands dis- 
posed, both by principle and interest, 
to complete the rain of the Church; 


and, by their particular systems of 


doctrine, precluded from treating, 
with any precision, that branch of 
Christian edification which refers to 
the unity of the Church of Christ, its 
distinctive character, and religious 
purpose, and to the authority of the 
Christian ministry, as an integral part 
of that system of faith and order re- 
vealed in the Gospel. On such points 
of doctrine, those who have separated 
from the Church are necessarily si- 
lent, or, if they are occasionally hint- 
ed at, it is in such vague and indefin- 
ite terms as tend rather to obscure 
than to elucidate the subject. It is 
not to be wondered at, then, my 
brethren, that these doctrines, as held 
by the Episcopal Church, should gra- 
dually lose their impression on those 
who entertained them, be lost sight of 
by the people at large, and at length be 
forgotten; and that a prescription of 
forty years should possess an influence, 
difficult to dislodge from the minds of 
those who have been taught to view 
every thing relating to the external 
order of the church, as unimportant 
and non-essential. That this is the 


more general state of the public mind, 
I have all the certainty which obser- 
vation and declared opinion can give; 
and the very painful knowledge that 
many who call themselves Episcopa- 
lians cherish such every way incon- 
sistent notions, and are farther led in- 
to this error by the modern but erro- 
neons views of charity and liberal 
opinions. While this state of things 
continues, we shall deceive ourselves 
egregiously if we expect any real or 
extensive increase of the Church; 
our numbers may indeed be added to, 
but the numerical is not always the 
real strength, either of the Church or 
of an army. 

On you, then, my brethren of the 
clergy, will devtlve the imperious 
duty of so framing and directing your 
public ministrations, as well as your 
private instructions among your res- 
pective charges, as to embrace these 
long neglected but vital doctrines, 
and to explain and enforce them, from 
the word of God, and the reason of 
the thing, as parts of that system of 
revealed truth, which forms but one 
whole, and cannot be broken up to 
suit the particular notions of any man 
or body of men. In coming to this 
duty, however, my reverend brethren, 
it is my part to warn you, to set your 
faces, like a flint, against the misre- 
presentations and reproaches of pre- 
tended friends, and real enemies, who 
will be sure to combine against you, 
and to throw every obstacle in the 
way. But for your encouragement, 
let me remind you, that it is a work 
of necessity, mercy, and charity, Of 
necessity, as to the edification of your 
own fiock; of mercy, as to those mul- 
titudes who are perishing for lack of 
knowledge; of charity, as to those 
who have embraced the errgr, in pre- 
senting them the meens of detecting 
and escaping from it. But, further, 
as you are to declare the whole coun- 
sel of God, and to keep back nothing 
that is profitable to your hearers, so 
are you bound by your ordination 
vow, “to be ready with all faithful 
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diligence, to banish and drive away 
from the Church, all erroneous and 
strange doctrines, contrary to God’s 
word.” 

Against this my admonition to you, 
and against your attention to it, you 
must be prepared to meet and to dis- 
regard the odium attached to a con- 
troversial spirit; because it can in no 
sense be made to apply to the duty 
every pastor owes to his flock, in 
warning them against error, however 
that error may be sanctioned by oth- 
ers; and it is high time that this cun- 
ning method, of giving religious error 
time to establish itself, and eventually 
interdicting the only possible method 
of refuting and overturning it, be re- 
sisted. Those, and those only, who 
have a miserable interest in the pre- 
valence of error, will resort to such 
an untenable argument against the 
discussion of those points on which 
the professing world is so divided; 
and when it is evident that the opera- 
tion of this and similar deceptive 
principles is gradually producing an 
indifference, coldness, and deadness, 
to revealed religion, which indicate 
the temper predicted of the latter day, 
it surely becomes the duty of the 
ministers of Christ to contend earnest- 
ly for the faith, to remember that 
they are watchmen ip Zion, and that, 
if they give no warning, the price of 
blood will be required at their hands. 
But it does not follow, my reverend 
brothers, that in exposing error, an 
angry and acrimonious temper or style 
is necessary. No; on the contrary, 
it is to be avoided, both for our own 
sakes and the sake of others; and 
the only just objection to religious 
eontroversy, is the intemperance into 
which it is too apt to degenerate. 
This, then, is to be guarded against, 
while we equally bear in mind, that 
the time is come when great plain- 
ness of speech is required, if we hope 
to rouse men to the serious considera- 
tion of those things which make for 
their peace; if we would indeed, draw 
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that line between divine truth and 
human error, whereby all may profit 
who are disposed to come to the light. 

A second point, on which a cloud 
has been thrown over the public 
mind, injurious to, and, in the end, 
destructive of, revealed religion, is the 
lowering of the Scriptures of our 
faith in general estimation, by hold- 
ing them out as equally conclusive in 
favour of opposite systems of doc- 
trines. 

This, to men of any reflection, es- 
pecially to men desirous of some es 
cape from the obligation all feel they 
are under to hear the word of God, 
and to keep it, is seized upon as an 
argument against the Scriptures them- 
selves, as the only rule of faith and 
duty, and not, as in justice it ought, 
as an argument of the strongest kind 
against all such perversion of their 
use and neglect of their warning. 
Hence the deplorable ignorance of the 
Bible itself, which is so visible among 
the better informed and more active 
part of society, and the consequent 
indifference to the claims of revealed 
religion. Hence the approximations 
to infidelity, in the various shades of 
unbelief which the different systems 
of morality, as a substitute for reveal- 
ed religion, exhibit. And hence the 
prevalence of that liberality of opin- 
ion in which they tolerate every thing 
as true, but the truth as it is in Jesus. 

Upon men of ‘less information of 
mind, and of little leisure for reading 
and reflection, from the pressure of 
laborious occupation, the injury is 
doubled; they not only become re- 
miss in procuring and acquainting 
themselves with the Bible, but, from 
the example of those above them, to 
whom they more or less look up, are 
encouraged in that neglect of religion, 
that surrender of themselves to the 
world and its pursuits, and to the in- 
dulgence of the flesh, which like the 
worm at the root of Jonah’s gourd, 
separates the hope of man from its 
foundation, cuts asunder the ligaments 
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of society, and blasts and withers the 
overshadowing love of God revealed 
in the Gospel of his Son. 

Here again, my reverend brethren, 
you are callea upon to interpose, and 
with all the earnestness and diligence 
which the love of souls and a deep 
sense of accountable duty can beget, to 
meet this wide spread delusion, with 
every argument which revelation and 
reason can supply; to call back your 
flocks to the only foundation, in the 
word of God; to exhort them to the 
diligent perusal and study of its in- 
spired wisdom; and with the Bible in 
your hand, and the love of God in 
your heart, explain and point out to 
them the connexion and dependence 
of its parts, the harmony of its doc- 
trines, the efficacy of its sacraments, 
the beauty and fitness of its order, 
and its sufficiency to answer the great 
purpose of its Divine Author, in giv- 
ing light, the light of life, to a benight- 
ed world, in order to make them wise 
unto salvation. In fulfilling this im- 
perious duty, fear not to expose those 
fallacious inventions of men which 
have obscured the simplicity and ef- 
ficacy of the doctrine of Christ, which 
have led men’s minds into the devious 
mazes of error and unsettled opinion, 
and call loudly for the united efforts 
of all who value religious and civil 
liberty, to engage heartily in this work. 
Take St. Paul’s rule, as expressed in 
the first Epistle to the Thessalonians, 
to govern and encourage you in this 
part of your duty in particular: “But, 
as we were allowed of God to be put 
in trust with the Gospel, even so we 
speak; not as pleasing men, but God, 
which trieth our hearts.” And thus 
shall you be-fortified against that fear 
of man, which bringeth a snare. 

We are but a small body, my reve- 
rend brethren; but, by the good bless- 
ing of our God upon us, we are ia- 
creasing. Help hath come forth for 
us from his right hand, during the past 
Conventional year; and if we conti- 
nue faithful, we may confidently look 
for its continuance. Let this hope 
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then animate us all, to renewed dili- 
gence in those duties, in the faithful 
discharge of which, only can we ex- 
pect to save our own souls, and the 
souls of those who hear us. 

To you, my brethren of the laity, 
it is also my duty to present such ad- 
monition on those interests of the 
Church which depend on your co- 
operation, and can be promoted by 
the countenance and support you give 
to her ministrations. 

Now this is confined chiefly to three 
things: First, your own deportment; 
whether as members and friends, or 
members and communicants of the 
Church. 

The most efficient support which 
the members of the Church can give 
to her advancement, is by their own 
personal religion. This is literally 
manifesting the tree by its fruit, and is 
an Epistle of Christ to be read of all 
men. If, therefore, you really and 
truly desire the prosperity of the 
Church, from whatever cause this 
desire may procee d, labour and strive, 
and pray, that you may imbibe the 
spirit of her doctrines; that you may 
manifest the purity of her discipline; 
that you may experience the efficacy 
of her means of grace; and, by thus 
promoting the cause of the Church, 
which is one and the same with the 
cause of true religion, promote and 
secure at the same time, the salvation 
of your own soul. 

Another very effectual means of 
promoting the interests and advance- 
ment of the Church, is, exact confor- 
mity to the course and order she hath 
prescribed for her public services. 
And in this there will be no difficulty, 
where her distinctive character is un- 
derstood and felt; because this gives 
a point and impression to her minis- 
trations, which belongs not to those 
who have separated themselves from 
her communion. Occasional confor- 
mity, therefore, by which is meant, a 
mixed attendance upon the Church, 
and upon those who dissent from 
her—sometimes with the one, some- 
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times with the other—is so far in op- 
position to her advancement, as it is 
sure to keep the person thus acting, 
unfixed and wavering. Where there 
is no settled principle, there can be 
no consistent conduct; and experience 
teaches us, that it is only what we 
love that we lay ourselves out for. . 
The peculiar situation ef the Church 
at present, and for many years back, 
whereby the congregations can only 
occasionally be supplied, has had a 
tendency to lessen the danger of this 
practice, in the opinions of Christians, 
and to induce many who nevertheless 
have a true regard for the Church, to 
attend the services of others, where 
they had none 6f their own. Now, 
while it may be said, that hereby a 
good example was given of reverence 
for the Sabbath, and good instruction 
was received from the sermon deli- 
vered, it is not considered, on the 
other hand, that countenance has also 
been given to ministrations which the 
Church considers irregular and inva- 
lid, not to say schismatical; and that, 
by this kind of conduct we actually 
encourage the dangerous delusion, that 
one system of doctrine is as true as 
another, and one Church just as safe 
as another; and thus, without meaning 
it, perhaps, pull down with one hand 
the fabric we are rearing with the 
other. For, according to St. Paul’s 
reasoning in a parallel case, “If any 
man see thee, which hast knowledge, 
sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall 
not the conscience of him which is 
weak, be emboldened to eat those 
things which are offered to idols?” 
“and, through thy knowledge shall 
thy weak brother perish, for whom 
Christ died?” But though it is to be 
lamented that the different congrega- 
tions cannot be supplied with regular 
services on every Sunday, yet is every 
family provided with the means of 
spending the vacant day profitably 
and to edification at home, in the Li- 
turgy, Scriptures, and standard wri- 
ters of the Church; so that every 
member of the family may have this 
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advantage, which some must be de- 
prived of if they have any distance 
to travel to the place of meeting. 

As this want of conformity, there- 
fore, to principle and order as Church- 
men, is not defended by any necessi- 
ty, is well provided against in the use 
of the Liturgy, Scriptures, and stan- 
dard writers, and has an evident ten- 
dency to retard rather than to pro- 
mote the advancement of the Church, 
I trust that you, my lay brethren, will 
take in good part the admonition now 
given, and by future steadfastness, 
show that you are members of the 
Church rather from principle than 
from mere choice and convenience; 
and that, as your affection, understand- 
ing and interests, are all on the side of 
the Church, so will your conduct de- 
clare it, by continuing steadfast in the 
Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread and of prayers. 

A third and most important means 
for the advancement of the Church 
exclusively in the power of the laity, 
is found in the education of the ris- 
ing generation. 

But a little while, my clerical and 
lay brethren, and the place that now 
knows us, will know us no more. 
Who, then, is to succeed to that bless- 
ed hope, through the power of which 
we contemplate this awful change 
without dismay, if not with desire? 
Surely it is bound upon every father, 
upon every mother; upon every Chris- 
tian who himself rejoices in the hope 
of the glory of God, to do what in 
him lies, to perpetuate that foundation 
on which this hope is built. 

To education, then, we must look, 
not only for the future advancement, 
but for the very being of the Church. 
If religion is not instilled in early life, 
if it begin not in our families, and 
continue not to be carefully cultivated 
throughout the whole period of juve- 
nile instruction, we shall in vain look 
for its prevalence inthe world. Not 
to detain you on what is so evident, 
what you are so solemnly pledged to 
in the baptismal covenant, I will men- 
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tion what I consider as injurious and 
inconsistent in the performance of this 
duty. 

First—The neglect of early cate- 
chetical instruction; that is, preparing 
your children fur public examination 
on the Catechism, in the Church, by 
the Clergyman. This, my own’expe- 
rience tells me, is sadly neglected in 
many places; and thus is lost the most 
favourable time to lay a good founda- 
tion, and to implant those saving prin- 
ciples, which grow with their growth, 
and strengthen with their strength. 

Secondly—An alarming careless- 
ness as to the religious tenets of those 
to whom that part of the education 
of our children is committed, which 
has to be completed at a distance 
from the parents and guardians of 
youth. That this also is a negligence 
which calls loudly for a remedy, must 
be most evident. ‘That it betrays an 
indifference, a deadness to religion, a 
want of serious, heartfelt impression 
of its awful realities, is to me the most 
distressing symptom. And it is my 
duty, my brethren, to direct my atten- 
tion rather to those things which mark 
the general than the particular indi- 
cations of religious impression among 
the members of the Church. 

When, therefore, we see Christians, 
so called, sending their children to 
Jews to educate; when we see Pro- 
testants trusting their offspring to Ro- 
man Catholics to train up; when we 
see believers in the divinity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ surrendering their sons 
and their daughters to professed Uni- 
tarian teachers; and Episcopalians 
committing the hope of the Church 
to dissenters, what can be the conclu- 
sion, but that such an indifference on 
the subject of religion generally, and 
such carelessness on its particular dis- 
tinctions, prevails, as is sufficient to 
alarm every serious mind? And, as 
no necessity, nor yet commanding 
convenience, can be pleaded for this 
inconsistency, (for it is the wealthy 
who thus risk their children, and by 
a little concert with each other might 
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remove the reproach,) it calls the 
more loudly for this notice from me to 
the lay members of the Church, I 
pretend not to insinuate that the gen+ 
eral advantages of education may not 
thus be obtained; nor yet do I say 
that any system of proselyting is in 
these schools carried on. But this I 
say, without the slightest fear of con- 
tradiction, that either there is no at- 
tention paid to religious instruction 
at all, or it partakes of the character 
of that which is professed by the 
teachers. “To you in particular, my 
Episcopalian brethren, I am bound to 
press this subject, as of the last im- 
portance to the well-being of the 
Church; and to warn you, that, how- 
ever careful you may be in laying the 
foundation, in infancy, if you after- 
wards commit them to those who are 
the enemies of your faith, the most 
you can hope for is, that it will not be 
pulled down, You cannot reasona- 
bly expect that it will be built up, as 
you would have it to be, if sincere in 
your own profession. 

To your serious consideration, then, 
my brethren of the clergy and laity, I 
commit these remarks, trusting that 
their deep importance to our general 
and particular well-being, as a reli- 
gious body, will gain them that atten- 
tion which they deserve. And wish- 
ing you a safe return to your respec- 
tive places of abode, I beg you to take 
with you the assurance of the deep in- 
terest I feel in your prosperity and 
happiness individually, and of the 
prosperity and increase of the Church 
over which I am called to watch. 


—~@— 


For the Gospel Messenger. 


THE REV. JAMES DEWAR SIMONS 


Was born in Charleston on the 
29th of April, 1785; was ordained as 
Deacon of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church by Bishop Moore, at New- 
York, on the 16th Nov. 1806, and 
received the order of Priesthood from 
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the same Bishop, on the 23d May, 
1809. He seemed to have been born 
for the ministry of the Gospel, and pos- 
sessed those amiable qualities which 
should adorn the character of a cler- 
gyman. He was pious, and entirely 
without ostentation. He was truly a 
philanthropist, and fulfilled the injunc- 
tions of our Saviour, “thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
with all thy soul,” &c. “On these 
two commandments hang all the law 
and the Prophets.” He acted as Mi- 
nister of St. Philip’s Church for 18 
months, while the Rector, the Rev. 
Dr. Jenkins, was absent, and on his 
resignation was elected Rector on the 
27th August, 1809. By the unerring 
decree of Providence, he was taken 
from this station, in which he pro- 
mised great usefulness, at the prema- 
ture age of 29 years and 28 days. 
He had been brought up by and un- 
der the special care of a fond and 
pious uncle, (the brother of his mo- 
ther,) Robert Dewar, Esq. who in 
infancy adopted him as his son, and 
whose delight it was to instruct him 
in literature, and lead him in the paths 
of virtue and religion. 

Immediately after his death, some 
of his friends (not among those who 
were his relatives) obtained the sub- 
scription of a handsome sum of 
money, towards erecting a monument 
to his memory, to be placed within 
the walls of St. Philip’s Church. 
From motives of delicacy these sub- 
scriptions were not called for. But 
after the lapse of more than ten years, 
his uncle, before mentioned, who died 
eight months after he did, having left 
a sum of money to be added to what 
was intended to be collected for the 
erection of a monument, his executor 
felt it incumbent on him to discharge 
this trust so far at least as to appro- 
priate the sum bequeathed, it being 
sufficient to place the tablet which is 
now fixed against the south wall in 
the Church, in the south aisle. 

This monument is plain and neat, 
and was executed in Charleston. It 
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has two Tonic columns of black mar- 
ble, with dove grounds behind, base 
and capital white, supporting the en- 
tablature. The architrave is white, 
the frieze black, and the cornice white. 
On the tablet, which is of white mar- 
ble, is the following inscription: 
. Sacred 
to the memory of 
THE REV. JAMES DEWAR SIMONS, 
Rector of this Church. 
In the relations of private life, 
He was distinguished 
by an exquisite sensibility, 
and enlarged Philanthropy: 
While his faithful discharge 
of the Pastoral Office; 
His cheerful Piety and ardent Zeat 
in the cause of Religion, 
adorned by unassuming manners 
and the graces of literature; 
endeared him to the hearts 
of an affectionate Congregation, 
and a wide circle of 
Admiring Friends. . 
He died on the 27th May, 1814, aged 29 
years. 


Above the whole is an obelisk of 
black marble, on which is inscribed, in 
gilt letters, the following quotation 
from Buchanan’s paraphrase of the 
92d Psalm, v. 13: 

Que planta firmis hezserit radicibus 

In ede Domini aut atriis, 

Se flore frondibusq 

A FREE TRANSLATION. 

Such as are planted and have struck 
their roots deeply in the courts of the 
Lord, shall be clothed with a lovely fo- 
liage, put forth another and another fra- 
grant blossom, and flourish more and 
more, yea for ever and ever. 


In our Prayer-Book the prose of 
the 92d Psalm, v. 12, is: 

“Such as are planted in the house of the 
Lord, shall flourish in the courts of the 
house of our God;” 

Which in the metrical version is as 
follows: 

“These, planted in the house of God, 

Within his courts shall thrive; 

Their vigour and their lustre both 

Shall in old age revive.” 


vestiet. 





B. 
——. 


Envy is as rottenness of the bones. 
Prov. xiv. 30. And, Jealousy is as 
cruel as the grave. Cant. viii. 6. 
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Valuable Historical Antique. Mr. 
Holford, of Kilgwyn, had upon a 
part of his estate, at a considerable 
distance from the mansion, a pyrami- 
dal stone, of prodigious magnitude, 
which he was desirous of removing 
near the house, but was deterred from 
the attempt by its apparent impracti- 
cability. In his absence, Mr. Hol- 
ford, jun. with the view of giving his 
father an agreeable surprise upon his 
return, collected a great number of the 
neighbouring tenantry to essay its re- 
moval. The whole lateral pressure 
of earth having been removed, a team 
of five-and-twenty horses were put to, 
and succeeded, with some difficulty, 
in dislodging this ponderous mass 
from its site, and exposed to view a 
tablet, with the following inscription: 

A PAWL A BRECEIhOdd un yvan 

hon hyd FLWdd An Ad Xxviii. 

AG ELim AP OWen Goch 

AL AddwydAC-C Addwydunman 

oaco f prec thy erift 1604. 

Which when translated, we take to 
be—St. Paul preached on this spot, 
about the year of our Lord 48;” and 
Elim ap Goch suffered martyrdom, 
and was buried in the same place, for 
preaching Christ 1604. This is an 
antique of considerable importance in 
an historical point of view, determin- 
ing, as far as such evidence can, the 
hypotheses of our learned diocesan, 
that St. Paul preached the Gospel in 
Britain. When this inscription was 
made does not appear; but even ad- 
mitting it was as late as the early part 
of the 17th century, it shows the ex- 
istence.of a tradition to that effect, or 
of some historical record, of which this 
tablet is probably a transcript. From 
the distinctness of the date, we are in- 
clined to think the latter; and that 
our ancestors were desirous of trans- 
mitting this interesting fact to posteri- 
ty is apparent, from the immense la- 
bour which must have attended the se- 
— of this tablet. We congratu- 
ate the principality upon the discove- 
ry of this ancient relic; and we con- 
gratulate the bishop of St. David’s 
upon the discovery of this strong cor- 
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roborating evidence, that Great Britain 
(aye, that Carmarthenshire) is within 
the limits of St. Clement’s—a point 
for which his lordship had contended 
long and earnestly, and, as we think, 
successfully. The discovery of this 
interesting tablet determined Mr. Hol- 
ford to examine a cairn, or tumulus, 
also upon his property; the result of 
which was the discovery of two earth- 
ern vases, one of which, through the 
carelessness of the workmen, was 
broken; the other, in which were hu- 
man bones, was preserved. Under 
these also was found a tablet, with an 
inscription, partly Welsh and partly 
corrupt Latin, of which the following 
is a transcript: 
Hic JACET iN kAIRN hoN 
CoRpvs Lvpvs 
DA Escop TRECASTELL 
Lloscod AD. 427. 

This bears the date of the fifth centu- 
ry, and is inscribed to the memory of 
Lupus, bishop of Trecastle, whose re- 
mains it is supposed they contain. 
Both these discoveries were made in 
the parish of Mothvey; and if an ex- 
amination were set on foot generally 
in the principality, we are sanguine 
that many valuable antiques may be 
rescued from oblivion, and that the 
cause of history would be materially 
benefitted by the recovery. We 
should have observed, that in digging 
up the tablet which records St. Paul’s 
preaching in this island, human bones 
and ashes were found. The pyrami- 
dal stone (one of the meini hirion al- 
luded to in Archdeacon Beynon’s ad- 
dress at the opening of the Cymrei- 
gyddon meeting in our hall) was for- 
merly surrounded with a hedge. Since 
its deportation to the lawnat Kilgwyn, 
part of it has been polished, and it 
proves to be a block of red marble, 
beautifully variegated with blue veins. 
The farm on which the stone stood 
was formerly called Gelley-maen, ob- 
viously deriving its name from the 
stone. The other inscription, it will 
be seen, records the martyrdom of 
Elim ap Owen Goch, for preaching 
Christ.” N.Wales Gaz. May 35,1825. 


















Poetry. 


POETRY. 
THE SABBATH. 
[Continued from page 312.] 


Bur wood and wild, the mountain and the dale, 
The house of pray’r itself—no place inspires 
Emotions more accordant with the day, 

Than does the field of graves, the land of rest:— 
Oft at the close of ev’ning pray’r, the toll, 
The fun’ral toll, announces solemnly 
The service of the tomb; the homeward crowds 
Divide on either hand: the pomp draws near; 
The choir te meet the dead go forth, and sing, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.” 
Ah me! these youthful bearers rob’d in white, 
They tell a mournful tale; some blooming friend 
Is gone, dead in her prime of years:—'twas she, 
The poor man’s friend, who, when she could not give, 
With angel-tongue pleaded to those who could, 
With angel-tongue and mild beseeching eye, 
That ne’er besought in vain, save when she pray’d 
For longer life, with heart resign'd to die— 
Rejoic'd to die; for happy visions bless’d 
Her voyage’s last days, and, hov'ring round, 
Alighted on her soul, giving presage 
That heav’n was nigh: O what a burst 
Of rapture from her lips! what tears of joy 
Her heav’nward eyes suffus’d! Those eyes are clos’«: 
Yet all her loveliness is not yet flown: 
She smil’d in death, and still her cold pale face 
Retains that smile; as when a waveless lake, 
In which the wintry stars all bright appear, 
Is sheeted by a nightly frost with ice, 
Still it reflects the face of heav’n unchang’d, 
Unruffled by the breeze or sweeping blast. 
Again that knell! The slow procession stops: 
The pall withdrawn, Death’s altar, thick embossed 
With melancholy or ts—(the name, 
The record of her blossoming age)—appears 
Unveil’d, and on it “dust to dust” is thrown, 
The final rite. Oh! hark that sullen sound! 
Upon the lower’d bier the shovell’d clay 
Falls fast, and fills the void. — 

But who is he 
That stands aloof, with haggard, wistful eye, 
As if he coveted the closing grave? 
And he does covet it; his wish is death: 
The dread resolve is fix’d; his own right hand 
Is sworn to do the deed: The day of rest 
No peace, no comfort, brings his woe-worn spirit; 
Self-curst, the hallow’d dome he dreads to enter; 
He dares not pray; he dares not sigh a hope; 
Annihilation is his only heaven. 
Loathsome the converse of his friends! he shuns 
The human face; in ev’ry careless eye 
Suspicion of his purpose seems to lurk. 
Deep piny shades he loves, where no sweet_note 
Is warbled, where the rook unceasing caws> 
Or far in moors, remote from house or hut, 
Where animated nature seems extinct, 
Where ev’n the hum of wand’ring bee ne’er breaks 
The quiet slumber of the level waste; 
Where vegetation’s traces almost fail, 
Save where the leafless cannachs wave their tuft§ 
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Of silky white, or massy oaken trunks 

Half buried lie, and tell where green woods grew— 
There on the heathless moss outstretch’d be broods 
O’er all his ever-changing plans of death: 


In fleet succession, o’er his clouded soul— 

The poignard—and the opium draught, that brings 
Death by degrees, but leaves an awful chasm 
Between the act and consequence—the flash 
Sulphureous, fraught with instantaneous death— 
The ruin’d tower perch’d on some jutting rock, 
So high that, ‘tween the leap and dash below, 
The breath might take its flight in midway air— 
This pleases for a time; but on the brink, 

Back from the toppling edge his fancy shrinks 
In horror; sleep at last his breast becalms— 

He dreams ’tis done; but starting wild awakes, 
Resigning to despair his dream of joy. 

Then Hope, faint Hope revives—hope that Despair 
May to his aid let loose the demon Frenzy, 

To lead scar’d Conscience blindfold o'er the brink 
Of Self-Destruction’s cataract of blood. 

Most miserable, most incongruous wretch! 

Dar’st thou to spurn thy life, the boon of God, 
Yet dreadest to approach his holy place! 

O dare to enter in! may be some word, 

Or sweetly chanted strain, will in thy heart 
Awake a chord in unison with life. 

What are thy fancied woes to his whose fate 

Is (sentence dire!) incurable disease— 

The outcast of a lazar-house, homeless, 

Or with a home where eyes do scowl on him? 

Yet he, ev’n he, with feeble step draws near, 
With trembling voice joins in the song of praise. 
Patient he waits the hour of his release; 

He knows he has a home beyond the grave. 


Or tura thee to that house, with studded doors, 
And iron-visor’d windows—even there 
The Sabbath sheds a beam of bliss, tho’ faint; 
The debtor’s friends (for still he has some friends) 
Have time to visit him: the blossoming pea, 
That climbs the rust-worn bars, seems fresher ting’d 
And on the little turf, this day renew’d, 
The lark, his prison mate, quivers the wing 
With more than wonted joy. See, thro’ the bars, 
That pallid face retreating from the view, 
That glittering eye following, with hopeless look, 
The friends of former years, now passing by 
In peaceful fellowship to worship God: 
With them in days of youthful years, he roam’d 
O’er hill and dale, o’er broomy knowe; and wist 
As little as the blythest of the band 
Of this his lot; condemn’d, condemn'd unheard, 
The party for his judge: among the throng 
The Pharisaical hard-hearted man 
He sees pass on, to join the heav’n-taught pray’r, 
“Forgive our debts, as we forgive our deblors:” 
From unforgiving lips most impious pray’r! 
O happier far the victim, than the hand 
That deals the legal stab! The injur'd man 
Enjoys internal, settled calm; to him 
The Sabbath bell sounds peace; he loves to mect 
His fellow sufferers, to pray and praise: 
And many a pray’r as pure as e’er was breath'd 











The time, place, means, sweep, like a moon-light rack, 
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In holy fanes, is sigh’d in prison halls. 

Ah me! that.clank of chains, as kneel and rise 
The death-doom’d row. But see, a smile illumes 
The face of some; perhaps they’re guiltless: Oh' 
And must high-minded honesty endure 

The ignominy of a felon’s fate? 

No; ’tis not ignominious to be wrong’d; 

No; conscious exultation swells their hearts, 

To think the day draws nigh, when in the view 
Of angels, and of “just men perfect made,” 

The mark which rashness branded on their names 
Shall be effac'd; when, wafted on life’s storm, 
Their souls shall reach the Sabbath of the skies; 
As birds, from bleak Norwegia’s wint’ry coast, 
Blown out to sea, strive to regain the shore, 
But, vainly striving, yield them to the blast, 
Swept o'er the deep to Albion’s genial isle, 
Amaz’d they light amid the bloomy sprays 





Of some green vale, there to enjoy new loves, 
And join in harmony unheard before. 
(To be continued.) 


OBITUARY. 


Departen this life on the 11th Nov. 
1825, in the 40th year of his age, the 
Rev. Cuartes B. Syowpen, formerly 
Rector of the united congregations of 
Pineville and the upper St. John’s. His 
mind was active and vigorous; his know- 
ledge useful and accurate; his faith in the 
Gospel well grounded and immoveable. 
He was remarkable for a fondness for re- 
tirement, perhaps too much indulged, for 
the strictest integrity of purpose, for bold- 
ness in pursuing the course which he be- 
lieved to be right, and for fortitude in 

t the calamities of life. His sym- 
pathy with the distressed was sincere and 
practical. He was an affectionate relative, 
and a true, constant, and generous friend. 

A brief ir of the d d, which 
could not be prepared in season for the 
present, may be expected in the next 
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BPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 8. 
Carolina. On Sunday, Nov. 20th, 1825, 
in St. Paul’s Church, Charleston, the 
Rev. Francis H. Rutledge, and the Rev. 
Charles P. Elliott, Deacons, were ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Ravenscroft, Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
North-Carolina. On Sunday, Oct. 26, 
1825, in St. John’s Church, Williams. 
burgh, the Rev. C. C. Brainerd, Dea- 
con, was admitted to the Holy Order of 
Priests; and Mr. James H. Otey, was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Bishop o, 


the Protestant Episcopal Church in Mee 


ryland. On Wednesday, October 12th, 
1825, at Georgetown, D.C. the Rev 
Horatio Nelson Gray, Deacon, was ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in Pennsyl- 
vania. On Sunday, Oct. 30th, 1825, 
in St. Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia, 
Mr. Greensbury W. Ridgley, was ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right _ . Dr. Hobart, Bishop of the 
Protestant pal Church J New- 
York. On Fine , Oct. Zist, 1825, in 
Trinity Church, New-York, iar, pate 
R. Youngs, was admitted to the Holy 
Order of Deacons; and the Rev. Au- 
gustus L. Converse, the Rev. Palmer 
Dyer, the Rev. William C. Mead, the 
Rev. Richard Salmon, and the Rev. 
Orsamus H. Smith, were admitted to 
the Holy Order of Priests. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of 


the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Eastern Diocess. Ou Sunday, Oct. 23d, 
1825, at Middlebury, Ver. Mess. Moore 
Bingham, and Louis M‘Danold, were 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 


ao 
CALENDAR 


FOR DECEMBER, 1825. 


4. Second Sunday in Advent 
11. Third Sunday in Advent. 
14.) 

16. > Ember Days. 

17. 

18. Fourth Sunday in Advent. 
21. St. Thomas the Apostle. 
25. Christmas Day. 

26. St. Stephen’s Day. 
27. St. John the Evangelist’s Day. 
28. The Innocents Day. 
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283, 313, 333 
of Ohio, 158, 192, 
282 








—————. School, 157 
Thomas a Kempis 
Thy Kingdom Come, 

Will be done, 
Toleration, 
Travels and sufferings of St. Paul, 
Trinity, on the 


 -— 
Vows, Adhering to Ordination 


8 
Unitarianism, Remarks on 

s 
Weep not for me, 
West-Indies, Episcopal establishment 

in the 159 

What is Man, 155 
White’s Address, Bishop 337 
World, Natural and Artificial, 328 
Worship preferred to Preaching, 276 


Youth, Religious instruction of 138 
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